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i LETTER from the underſulſcribin 
_ » thor of rhis Paper. 


. . 
t Nderſtanding that you are about this Time to 
6 print and publiſh your 'Thoughts upon the 


© laſt Aſſembly's Overture, anent planting vacant Pa- 

4 riſhes, in a Paper intituled, The Overture confidered ; 
$ or Dueries anent the Aſſembly's Overture concerning the 
* Method of planting vacant Churches, of the Date May 
© 14th, 1731. According to the Scheme you was plea- 

£ ſed to communicate to us, in ſome late Converſations . 

© we had ſeverally with you on that Subject, we give 

© you this Trouble, offering it as our Opinion, That you 
y wo . 

© ſhould ſubſcribe your Name to the Performance; in re- 
© gard we underſtand, that when Things of that Nature 
© come abroad from anenymeus Authors, Enemies to the 
© good Cauſe therein contended for, are ready to alledge, ſuß 
0 That the Authors are aſhamed of them, and dare nor 3 ö. 
venture to undertake the Defence of their Principles, or Pei 
that they are done by Enemies to cur Conſtitution, P, 
© under the Mask of Friends, that thereby they A 
» 


© embaraſs us, and give a Wound to our Intereſt, An ſa 
© as' we hope you have managed the Queſtion, ſo as 95 


© you need neither be aſhamed to own it, nor afraid of {ic 
© any Thing can be advanced againſt you; ſo we ho 7 
E it will contribute to open People's Eyes, as to the H 
Nature and Tendency of ſuch an Act as is propoſed } 
in that Overture, as well as be a ſtandin eſtimony 4 
from you 3 the Encroachments — 4 at this Day ti 
upon the 


$Y h ights of the Church of Chriſt to chuie 4 
E their own Paſtors. This from | 1 
Your Aff. Buggy, JOUN MCLAREN. 
Eur. March 8th, e GEORGE FREER. 
g 1732. EBENEZER ERSKINE, 
YE WILLIAM WILSON 
JOHN SQUIRE. _ 
LA. MfINTOSH. 
RO B. LAING. 


_ © _* ALEX, MONCRIEF. 


oO RA ARA VAR AAR, 


ACT and OVER TURE concern- 
ing the Method of planting yacant 
CHURCHES. 2 


Edinburgh, May 14. Poſt Meri diem, Sell. 9. 


T HE General Aſſembly conſideriug the Tncon- 
ventencies and {viſions that have ariſen in 
e | planting of vacant Pariſhes, occafion*d partly by 
e Presbyteries not following au umi for Method im 
„ 3 ſuppiying Vacancies with Goſpel-Minifters ; and, 
x that thoſe Evils may be in Part remedied and pre- 
r 3 vented, they appoint, That Presbyteries, when the 
ly Planting of any Pariſp falls into their Hanas, 
F tanquam jure devoluto, take Care to have the 
e ſame ſupplies with a well qualified Goſpel- Mini- 
e | fer to labour amongſt the People for their ſpiri- 
tua Eaification : Ana, in oraer theremuto, they 
Pall appoint one or more of their Number to moet 
with the Heritors, being Proteſtants, and the El- 
7 ders who repreſent the People, that they may e- 4 
left and call one to be their Miniſter, whom they 7 
are to propoſe to the whole Congregation, to be © 1 

either approven or diſapproven by them; and the 
Diſapprovers to offer their Reaſons to the Pr 
bytery of the Bounas, at whoſe Fudgment, and 
by whoſe Determination,the Calling and Entry of 
a Miniſter is to be ordered and concluded. And, 
<vhen the like Caſe happens in Royal Burghs, that 
the Call or Election be by the Mayiſtrates,Town- 
council and Kirk ſeſſion, where there is no * 
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ward Pariſp ; and, where there is a Part of the 


Pariſp in Lanaward, the Call or El:&ion ſpall 


ve by the Magiſtrates, Town-conncil, K1rk-ſeſſion 
and Heritors of the Lanaward Pariſh. | 

Ana, that there may be no unneceſſary Delays 
zn Planting of Churches, the Aſſembly further or- 
ain, That Presbyreries, when applied unto, 
within the ſix Months after the Vacancy for ſup- 
Flying thereof, by Conſent of the Patron, and 
others concerned, ſhall forthwith proceed to the 
Planting of the vacant Charge, in the Manner 
ana Way above-ſpecified, without putting off till 
"be ſix Months be elapſed: And the Aſſembly re- 
commends to all Miniſters, Preachers aud Mem- 
vers of this Church, To take Care that they do not 
encourage, or go in to, any Method for planting va- 
cant Churches, contrary to, or inconliſteut with, 
this Rule. > 

The General Aſſembly do tranſmit this Over- 

zure to the ſeveral Presbyteries of this Church, 
that they may return their Opinion to the next 
Aſemliy, whether it ſnall be turned iuto à ſtand- 
ing Act. And the General Aſſembly do enjoin 
Presbyteries, in the mean Time, to obſerve it 
emril the next Aſſembly. And, in caſe Presby- 
teries ſhall neglect to ſend up their Opinion upon 
it, the General AſJembly do appoint the Overture 
zo be laid before the next General Aſſembly, to be 
paſſer into a ſtanding Act, of not, as they ſee 
Cauſe; 4 
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QUERIES 
- ANENT THE 
Aſſembly's Overture, 
Concerning the 


[ Method of planting vacant Chur- 
ches, of the Date May 14. 17315 


IN A 


LETTER 70 a Member of the en 
ſuing General 4 PR 


© Reverend Sir, Sa | 
Hereas, at our laſt Interview, you 
ſeemed extremely fond of the Aſ- 
ſembly's Overture anent planting 
vacant Churches, of the Date May 
14. 1731. as adapted to put an 
End to our Differences about that 
Affair: As then our Sentiments 
differed anent the Goodneſs and 

uſtneſs of that Overture, fo, af- 


I cc taking it to more * Conſideration, I am 3 
and 


2 5 
and more convinced it is an Overture contrary the Ca- 


nons Zion's King hath laid down in his Word; an O- 
verture contrary to Pretbyterian Principles; an Overture 
everſive of the Conſtitution of this Church, as to the 


Calling of Goſpel-Miniſters; an Overture, which, if re 
turned into a ſtanding Act, may prove very fatal to 


her; and an Overture, which will increaſe our Diffe- 


rence in ſupplying Vacancies, rather than be a Reme- 
dy againſt them. The Grounds of my Averſion are 
hinted in the following Queries, to which I deſire your 
Anſwer with the firſt Conveniency : And, being choſen 


a Member of the enſuing General Aſſembly, where that 


Overture is to be under Deliberation, you are the more 


obliged to enquire into, and have your Thoughts upon, 


the Subject. 


very I. “ Is not this Overture worſe than the Over- | 


< tures for planting vacant Churches tranſmitted to 


« Presbyteries for their Remarks by the General Al- 
« ſembly 1719, which, with the Overtures of the Com- 
10 miſſion of the ſame Date, were rejected by the Aſ- 


« ſembly 1720?* To me it is worſe in ſundry reſpects, 
Tf, Worſe, as thoſe Overtures bear an expreſs Teſti- 
mony againſt the Act of Parliament reſtoring Patro- 
nages. For, immediately after mentioning the Law re- 


ſtoring to Patrons the Power of Preſentation, theſe Over= | 


tures affirm, Ibe Patron's Power of Preſentation, is a 
Grievance which this Church bath always complained of 


from the Reformation > Whereas, the preſent Overture | 


is ſo far from this, that in my Opinion it bears a plain 
Approbation of the Patron's Power, while it ſays, Preſ- 


byteries, when applied unto within the ſix Months after the 
Vacancy, for ſupplying thereof, by Conſent of the Patron 


and others concerned, Hall forthwith proceed to the planting 


of the vacant Charge, &c. For, hereby Presbyteries 


are bound up for at leaſt the Space of fix Months, after 


ti Vacancy, from proceeding to ſupply it, tho the | 
whole Pariſh, Heritors, Elders, and every other 


Perſon in the Congregation, ſhould unanimouſly apply 
for a Moderation or — unleſs the Patron con- 
ſent alſo, 24/y, It is worſe, in regard theſe Overtures 


requi- { 


> 


$ <vith this Church; but nothing like this in the 


* Presbyterial Call 


| . . ” 0 
| cd, nor Settlement made, without a Majority of Heri- 
A 2 | tors, 


required the formal Moderation of a Call, and Preach- 
ing by a Miniſter before that Moderation; as alſo due 
and timeous Intimation thereof, That all concerned might 
be advertiſed to attend thereat ; whereas none of theſe 


are required by this Overture, which only enjoins one 
or. more of the Preubytery be appointed to meet with the He- 
ritors and Elders. T 


he Meeting may be in a Tavern or 
any private Houſe, and it may be called at a Juncture 
when it is known ſundry cannot attend, a Nick of Time 
may be taken when ſome are neceſſarily from Home, or 
the like. 3dly, Worſe, in regard thoſe Overtures re- 
quired Elders to try the Inclinations of Heads of Families, 
and alſo of other Perſons of good Reputation in the Parifo, 
and to have a Regard thereto in their Choice of a Miniſter ; 
and, in Caſe there was not an Elderſhip, the Presbyte- 
ry was enjoined to ſound the [nclinations of the People: 


Whereas, this Overture mentions not the leaſt Regard 


unto the Inclinations of the People, whether Heads of 
Families or others. 4#hly, Worſe, in reſpect thoſe O- 
vertures enjoined, That ſpecial Regard ſbould be bad to 
ſuch Heritors as are <vell affected, and join in Communion 
eſent 
Overture: If Heritors, be they well or ill affected, it 
matters not, Heritage is enough. $5zhly, Worſe, in Re- 
gard thoſe Overtures enjoined Presbyteries, albeit nei- 
ther Heritors, Elders nor People ſhould at their Defire, 
give in a Lift of Perſons, ſome of whom they deſigned 
to call, that yet before proceeding to Settlement upon 
the jus devolutum, they ſhould uſe Means, and be at all 
Pains to know the Inclinations of the People, as well as of 
the Heritors, and to obtain their Conſent unto the Perſon 
whom the Presbytery moſt inclined unto, before they gave a 

jp unto him: And, all this was, as thoſe 
Overtures expreſs it, In Order to the comfortable Settlement 
of the vacant Pariſb with their own Good-liking and Con- 
ſent; but nothing like theſe in the preſent Caſe, And 
in nothing were thoſe Overtures worſe than this, except 


in giving the Heritors a #emporary Negative over the Ei- 


ders: For, according to thoſe, no Call could be atteſt - 


tors, till dealt with for their +.) and till tbe Advice of 
he Synod cvas bad in the Mair. | by 

Query II. “ Seeing in many Pariſhes through Scot- 
© Ja, Heritors are ſupernumerary to Elders, and ſo 
© by this Overture chiefly the Callers of Goſpel-Mini- 
© ſters, (it being the Doctrine of the Church of Scot- 
* land, That the Policy of the Kirk Hould lean immediate- 
* ly upon the Mord, as the only Ground thereof, gnd ſbould 
© he taken from the Ir Fountain of the Scripture?) Lask, 
If there any Thing in all the Book of God, any 
Text in all the ſacred Oracles, favouring this Right 
in Heritors, more than others of an inferior Rank ? 
Our Divines affirm, as the Calling of Goſpel-AMinifters is 


not the leaft of the Cburch's Privileges, ſo tis an Afﬀair of 


great Weight and Moment, a capital Point, a Thing on 
evbich the Safety of the Church dependeth, and a Concern 
of the laſt Conſequence to immortal Souls ;, and therefore 
ſurely our Lord 25 Chrift, ubo cas faithful in all bis 
Howſe, hath determined in his Word, who ſhall be the 
Callers : For, who ſhall be the Electors, is not a bare 


Circumſtance of Time or Place, nor is it any of thoſe 


natural and civil Circumſtances without which Actions 


are not performable, and muſt be ordered by the Light 


of Nature and human Prudence, according to the gene- 
ral Rules of the Word, admitting of Variation. The 
Church of Scotland in her ſecond Book of Diſcip/ine, to 
which we ſtand ſolemnly engaged ſays, (a) The Power and 
Policy of the Kirk ſbould lean upon the Nord immediately, as 
he only Ground therecf, and ſbould be taken from the pure 


Fountain of the Scriptures; the Kirk bearing the Voice of 


of Chriſt, the only ſpiritual King, and being ruled by his 
Laws. Now, the Election of Goſpel-Minifters is a 
Part, and ſurely a very conſiderable Part, of the Policy 
or Diſcipline of the Kirk; hence the 3d Chapter of that 
Book treats of the Way how Perſons that bear Eccle- 
fiaſtical Function are to be admitted to their Office: 
But, if the Scripture give no Direction in the Affair, how 
Hall this Part of the Policy lean immediately _— * 

| N | ord ? 
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(a) Chapter 1. Par. II. 
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Word ? How ſhall it be taken from the pure Fountain 
of the Scripture, if that Fountain be empty, containing 
nothing anent it? How ſhall the Kirk hear the Voice of 
Chriſt, if he hath not opened his Mouth upon the Sub- 
je& ? How ſhall ſhe take his Law for her Rule, if he 
hath publiſhed no Law upon this Head to walk by? And 
again, in that Book (b) tis affirmed, “ That the Pra- 
« ice of the apoſtolical and primitive Kirk craves, 
«© That none be intruded upon any Congregation,, ei- 
« ther by the Prince, or any inferior Perſon, without 


* «© lawful Election, and the Aſſent of the People over 


« whom the Perſon is placed: And is it not our Do- 
Erine, that approven Apoſtolick Practice is equivalent to 
a Scripture-precept for our Direction? Elſe what Au- 
thority have we for Obſervation of the Lord's Day, and 
not the Jewiſh Sabbath ? And again, that ſame Book of 
Policy or Diſcipline, when ſpeaking of Patronages, ſays 


; (c) And foraſmuch as that Manner of Procceding, 


« hath no Ground in the Word of God, but is con- 
« trary to the ſame, and to the Liberty of Election, 
© they ought not now to have Place in this Light of 
« Reformation ; And therefore whoſoever will embrace 
« God's Word, and' defire the Kingdom of his Son 
« Chriſt Jeſus to be advanced, they will alſo embrace 
« and receive that Policy and Order which the Word 
« of God and upright Eftate of this Kirk crave ; other- 
« wiſe it is in vain that they have proteſled the ſame.” 


. Now, tis as ap" from that Book, as Two and Three 
r 


make Five, that the Church of Scotland has declared, 
God's Word directs us, and is to be our only Rule as to the 
Electors of Goſpel-Miniſters; and that tis a going direct. 


3 ly contrair to the Word of God, to ſettle any Perſon, tho? 


the Prince himſelf, or greateſt Heritors of the King- 
dom, ſhould be for him, <vithout lawful Election, and the 
Aſſent of the People. Again, our Confeſſion of Faith af- 
firms, « That the whole Council of God, concerning 
« all Things neceſſary for his own Glory, Man's Sal- 
% vation, Faith and Life, is either expreſly ſet down 

N i . ; | ER «c int 


(5) Chap. 12. DAY. 10, (e) Chap. 12. Par, II. 
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« in Scripture, or by good and 3 Conſequence 
« may be deduced from the Scripture,” And ſurely, 
the Glory of God, and Salvation of Souls, are nearly con- 
cerned in the Election of Goſpel-Miniſters. Is it not to 
the Law and Teſtimony <ve are to have our Recourſe for 
Direction in this Point? It hath long been a Contro- 
verſy between Proteſtants and the Church of Rome, 
Whether the People have a Divine Right to elect their 
own Paſtors? And it is for Lamentation the Prote- 
ſtant Doctrine on this Head is impugn'd in the Church 
of Scotland at this Day, and that by ſome who are 
called by Office ſpecially to plead for it. Well, 
how ſhall this be decided? The Proteſtant Doctrine 
is, That the Scriptures are the ſupreme Judge of Contro- 
verſies: And particularly, this is the Doctrine of the 
Church of Scotland, in her Confeſſion of Faith, (c) in 
which it is aſſerted, The ſupreme Judge, by which 
« all Controverſies of Religion are to be determined, 
c and all Decrees of Councils, Opinions of ancient 
« Writers, Doctrines of Men and private Spirits are 
« to be examined, and upon whoſe Sentence we are 
c to reft, can be no other but the Spirit ſpeaking in 
©« the Scripture.” Patronages are condemned by the 
Church of Scotland, as having no Foundation in the 
Word of God. And, I am certain, tis fully as eaſy 
to prove the Law fulneſs of them from Scripture, as 
from it to prove, that Heritors, qua Heritors, ſhould 
have a Vote in the Calling of Goſpel-Miniſters; yea, 
the Scriptures are ſo far trom approving hereof, that, 
in my Opinion, they plainly condemn the ſame, as, 
ames 2. 1, 2, 3, 4. when they condemn the Having 
the Faith of our Lord Feſus,the Lord of Glory,auith Reſpett 
of Terſons; and the ſhewing Reſpect in ſpiritual Pri- 
vileges to ſuch as have the Gold-ring, the goodly Apparel, 
and gay Clothing. Jadicious Caryl, commenting on theſe 
Words, ſays, © In adminiftring the Things of God, 
& which are ſpiritual, we muſt obſerve no Diſtinction 
, among Men; Chriſt hath given alike, and equally, 
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(c) Chap, t. Par. 10. Com. on Job p. 1122. 2 Va. 
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c to Rich and Poor, to Bond and Free; and there- 
« fore, as to Church-Privileges, all muſt be alike, 
« and equal to us: No Man is to be known after the 
« Fleſh in the Things of the Spirit; no Man is to be 
c yalued merely upon natural or wordly Accounts.” 
And the Continuator of Pool's Annotations upon the 
Place, condemns the reſpecting of Men in the Things 
of Religion, upon ſuch Accounts as are extrinſical to 
Religion, In Matters of Religion, Rich and Poor, 
Heritors and others ftand upon a Level. It would be 
good for the Church of Scotland, at this JunCture, all 
her conſtant and ordinary Members of Commiſſion 
would join with the full Vindication of their Overtures, 
and plead, as that Vindication doth, namely, That 
« there is no Settlement of the Church, that we are to 
« pay any Regard unto, but that which was made in 
« the Apoftolical Times, and is to be found in the 
« New Teſtament: (a) No Doubt, the Decrees and 
« Determinations of Church-judicatories, as our Con- 
« feſſion ſays (b), when conſonant to the Word of 
« God, are to be received with Reverence and Sub. 
« miſſion; and that, not. only for their Agreement with 
te the Word of God, but alſo for the Power whereby 
« they are made, as being an Ordinance of God, ap- 
pointed thereunto in his Word: Bur, if Men, un- 
« der the Name of a Council, pretend to forge unto 
« us new Articles of our Faith, or to make Conſtituti- 
« ons re pugning to the Word of God; Then, as is 
aſſerted in our old Confeſſion of Faith, to which we are 
ſolemnly engaged by our National Covenant, * Utterly 
« we muſt refuſe the ſame as the Doctrine of Devils, 
« which draweth our Souls from the Voice of our 
« only God, to follow the Doctrine and Conftitutions 
« of Men (c).“ And even the Commiſſion's Overtures 
tranſinitted to Presbyteries '1719, as they pretend to 
be in a Conformity to the Book of Difcipline, agreed 
upon in the Aſſembly 1578. ſo, in the Introduction to 
theſe Oyertures, they ſay, The Principles and Conſtitu- 

tions 
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(a) Pag. 28. (5) Chap. 51, Par. 3. (e) Article 20+ 
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8 
tions of this Church, as laid down in that Book, are agree- 
able to God's Hord ; whereby I think they intimate. the 
Word of God is to be the Rule ruling, in laying down 
Conftitutions for the Church to walk by. I know, 
ſome among us, when they could not from any Thing 
in Scripture vindicate the giving a Vote to Heritors, 


more than others; and when they could not anſwer 


the Arguments adduced from Apoſtolick Practice in the 
New Teſtament, for the People's Right to elect their 
own Paſtors, have fled to the Romiſ Refuge, namely, 
« That, tho the People had the Choice of their 
« Church-officers in the Apoſtles Days, yet that ſays 
c nothing to conſtituted Churches now, becauſe the 
4 Church was then in an unſettled State.” But, as the 
Full Vindication of the Commiſſion's Overtures ſays, (4d) 
« without the higheſt Reflexion on the Apoſtles of 
44 Chrift, who remain d with the Church, not only in 
ic the Heat of fiery Trials, bur alſo in the Time of 
i Peace; when the Churches had Reſt throughout all 
« Fudea, and Galilee, and Samaria, Acts g. 31.” I ſay, 
without the higheſt Reflexion on them, As carcleſs of 
at their Lord and Maſter's Intereſt, it cannot be imagin'd, 
u they would leave hisChurch in ſuch irregularCircum- 
& ſtances, and have neglected to ſettle its Conſtitution.” 
And further, as that indication adds, © This Objection 
« gives the deepeſt Vound to all Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
« yernment, that lays Claim to a Divine Right; for, 
&« if under a Pretence, that Matters were then but in an 


ic unſettled State, we may not ſafely argue, and draw 


ac the juſt Meaſures of what ſhould obtain in all Ages, 
©« from the Example and Rules of the Apoſtolical 
& Churches, and the Practice of that 1 (if 
4c I may ſo call it.) I believe our material Reaſons 
« for a Divinely inſtituted Eccleſiaſtical Government 
& will be cnervated, and we muſt next degenerate in- 

«© to EreSerifſe.”,  . 
And, to conclude this Query, If the Lord's People 
have not a Right from Chriſt in his Word, a yo 
| obt 
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e © Right to cleft their own Paſtors, then all our worthy 
n Reformers, and all our Proteſtant Divines ſince the Re- 
formation, who have written againſt Romanifts, have 
g bdcena Company of weak, ignorant Men, who. knew 
S, not the Scriptures; or, which is worſe, have been a 
r Company of moſt abandoned Wretches, who argued 
e from the Scriptures againſt their own Light, ſeeing all 
ir of them have ſtill argued from the Word of God for 
7 the People's Right in the Affair. Tell it not in Gath (a). 
ir This will make the Hearts of Papiſts to rejoice ; the 
ys Trias may tell their People, That Proteflant Miniſters 


: „ 
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is are now turning in to their Camp, as to an Affair, for 
ze which, in all n Miniſters and Profeſſors of Di- N 
1) vinity, fince the Reformation, have contended, b 9 


of © pro aris & focis, ſtill affirming, Their People had a Right 
in from Chriſt in his Word to chuſe their cogyn Paſtors ; and that 
of © their Elettion might ſtand for Ordination, in the Exigency | 
11 4 total Want of true Minifters, to ordain them. For, | 
as Profeſſor Famiſen ſays, The People's Divine Right to | 
of © chuſe their Paſtors is a Truth for wbich our firſt Reformers 
3, & earnefily ffrove, as ſoon as they were ſent forth to fight 
* tribe Battles , the Lamb againſt «the Dragon. And alſo, 
„ they may tell them, Now Proteſt ant Miniſters are turn- 
* ing in to their Camp as to another Point of great Mo- 
o- ment, namely, The Perfection of the Seripture; ſeeing 
r. they affirm, the Scripture gives no Direction as to the 
n Calling of Goſpel-Miniſters, which formerly they uſed 
„ to call a Matter of great Moment; fo that now, the Pa- 
tron alone, for any Thing the Scripture ſays, hath as 
a] much Right to elect the Paſtor, as all the People of 
if the Pariſh, tho' in all former Ages they ſtill complai- 
ns ned of Patronages as a heavy Grievance, contrary to 
God's Word, and a robbing the People of that Right 


_ Chriſt hath given them in the Scripture. And here, 
® beſides the Church of Scotland, I might have cited ſun. 
le + dry Proteſtant Writers, Churches and Councils, decla- 
„ ring their Belief of this, that the Word of God directs 
ze in this Affair; as particulary, the London Miniſters, 19 
2 — AE who, 17 


— 


(4) 2 dam. I. 20. 
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who, as the full Vindication of the Commiſſion's Overtures | 

ſays, made ſuch a Figure'in the Weſtminſter Aſſembly, in | 

their jus divinum regiminis Eccleſtaftici (a) aſlert, 

c That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is moſt faithful in all his 

« Houſe, the Church, fully to —— all the Truſt 
y 


& committed to him, and completely to ſupply his 
Church with all Neceſſaries, both to her Being and 
« and Well-being Eccleſiaſtical.” And, I'm ſure to 
determine who ſhall be the Callers is neceſſary, if, not 
to the Being, yet to the Well-being, and comfortable Be- 
ing of his Church. And again, they ſay (b), © As the 
« Word of God declares unto us wh 


God, and in that Order which is taught in the Word of 


God. As this Confeſſion uſed to be read and ſign'd in 
all the Aſſemblies of the Belgick Churches, fo it was 
figned by the 12th National Synod of the Church of 
France in 1583. And alſo, it was unanimouſly fign'd 3 


by the famous Synod of Dort. 


Query, III. Whether is the Calling a Goſpel- Mini- 
« ftera Civil, or is it a Spiritual, Eccleſiaſtical Privi- 
« lege? Ita Spiritual, Eccleſiaſtical, Religious Pri- 
vilege, as our Divines affirm, then the Overture is to 
be condemned, for giving this Privilege on the Ac- 
count of Heritage; for it cannot be denied bur ſpiritual 
Privileges belong as much to the Poor as to the Rich, 


and they cannot be bought with Money, more than 


the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt > For which, when Simon- | 


Magus offered the Apoſtles Money, Peter ſaid unto him, 
Thy Money periſh with thee, becauſe thou haſt thought, 
| that 
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(a) Page 48. (6) Vind. of Presb. Govern. p. 5. 


o are Church-offi- 
tc cers, viz. Paſtors and Teachers, Ruling-elders and 
<< Deacons; ſo the Word of God declares how thoſe © 
£ © Officers are to be qualified for, and externally called 
© unto, their reſpective Offices. The Belgick Churches 
in the united Provinces, in the 31 Article of their Con- 
feihon, ſay, Ve believe Minifters of God's Word, Elders © 
aud Deacons, ought to be choſen to their Function by lawful ! 
Election of the Church, with Invocation of the Name of 


© moſt 
2 Miniſtry is honourable, and to be magnified. It is a 
high Dignity to be an Ambaſſador of the King of 
Kings, Yet, would it not be highly provoking if any: 
Church under Heaven ſhould enact, That none but He- 
ritors, or that Heritors more than others, ſhould be. 
Z adyanced unto it? Or, if they ſhould but enact, Thar 
every Heritor, whether qualified or not, ſhould be or- 
dained to the Office of a Ruling-elder ; who, if he 

y ruleth well, is worthy of double Honour (b)? Our worthy 
2 Reformers, and eminent Servants of Chriſt, who com- 
© poſed the firſt and ſecond Books of Diſcipline; and the 
© General Aſſembly 1649, who made Regulations anent 


| 25 1 . 
that the Gift of. God may be * ed with Money (a) 
Indeed the Word of God commands to give Honour to 
whom Honour is due. And no Doubt civil Reſpect and 
Honour is due to Gentlemen according to their Birth 
or Blood, their ſecular Wealth or worldly Subftance, 


their Parts, natural or acquired, their Place, Office, or 


Station in the World: Civility and Humanity oblige to 
this; Courteſy and Chriſtianity agree well together. 
But, tho' Honour 1s to be given to whom Honour is 
due, yet no undue Honour is to be given the higheſt or 

are breathing. The Office of the holy 


the Calling of Goſpel-liniſters, had all due Regard for 


Perſons of Honour and Diſtinction; yet they never 
dreamed any ſuch Regard was to be ſhown to Heritors, 
or Perſons of higher Rank, as to give them a Suffrage 
beyond others in the Affair. And, why? but becauſe 
they looked on this as a ſpiritual Privilege, and becauſe 
they could ſce no Foundation for it in the Word of God. 


The famous learned Profeſſor Yoetins, when treat- 
ing of calling Goſpel-Miniſters, ſays (c), „It is plain- 


Power ſhould ſucceed by hereditary Right; and 


- ® . - . . 
it is more monſtrous that it ſhould be bought with 
% Money: And, who ever heard it ſaid in the New + 


„ Teſtament or Old, That a Spiritual or Eccleſiaſtical 
g B 2 « Power 
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ly a monſtruous Thing, that an Eccleſiaſtical elective 


Eccl. Part 2. p. 610, 623. 


(a) 48s 8, 18, 19, 20. (6) 1 Tim. 5. 17. (c) Piles 


” 
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« Power was joined with an Eſtate, Lordſhip or Lieu. 
a tenancy, as a Shadow to the Body, ſo that the Eftate | 
« ſhould be the Subject or Vehicle of Power? * The 
JudiciousMr.Park ſays (d), The looking out, Nomination and 
Ele#jon of Goſpel- Miniſters, are all Actions of a Spiritual !! 
and Eccle ſiaftical Nature, and ſuch as by the Holy * 1 
are always given to the Church. And he aſſerts, The | 
pooreſt and meaneſt Chriſtian bath as good a Right to this | 
Privilege of calling Goſpel- Minifters as the vicheſt Patron, | 
And ſurely a Patron, as a Patron, hath as good a Right 
to this Privilege, as any Heritor qua Heritor, or any 
by their civil Station in the World can pretend unto, FF 
And here many other eminent learned Divines might be 
cited, affirming this is a Spiritual, Sacred, Religious 
Action, and formally Eccleſiaſtical. | 
Duery IV. „Whether if this Overtrue be approven }F , 
« by che enſuing General Aſſembly, will it not be a 
©: yertual Obtruſion of Patronages on the Church of Scot= # 
« fan } For my Part, I humbly think, it will; and 
here I am not fingular in my Opinion; fer, in the State of 3} | 
the Caſe of Lochmaben- Settlement, printed for vindicating 2 
the Commiſſion's Con duct in that Affair, and for inform- F 
ing the 4ſſembly in 1724, there tis aſſerted, The Call F + 
by Heritors and Elders is nothing but an extended Patronage, 
Patronages, as formerly hinted, have ſtill been reckoned ® « 
a-Grievance by this Church, yea, and by all Presbyteri- Þ 
ans: And pray, for what? but becauſe-they are a rob- 
ing the Chriſtian-People of their Right to ele& their 
own Paſtors, Never any that wrote againſt them com- 
panned, as if they had been a robbing Hericors of their 
ight more than others; no, this was never the Com- 
plaint nor Grievance. The learned Calderwood ſays, 
"Tis an abſurd Thing, that a Patron, who is but one Mem- © 
ber of the Church, fpould claim that which is the Privi- © 
lege of the <yhole. (a) And the Eftates of Parliament 1649 
aboliſhed Patronages, becauſe an Evil and Bondage un- 
der which ſay they, The Lord's People and Miniſters F 
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4) on Patrow. Pag. $8. 90, 96. (a) Alt. Damas. 
Pag. 592. oh | 


mon, 


et, u 
(c) © he Elders of particular Pariſhes are fo few, that 


. and a _— the Chriftian People of their R 


| '( x3 }) 
& of this Land have long groned, and becauſe they 


have 
« no Warrant in God's Word, and becauſe prejudicial 
le”. Now, tho it ſhould 


« to the Liberty of the Peop 
be granted, which I do not, that Elders repreſent the 
People in calling Goſpel-Miniſters; yet, in many, if 
not in moſt, Pariſhes, through Scotland, Heritors are far 
more numerous than Elders, and ſo by the Overture 
are made Patrons in planting vacant Congregations; and 
hereby People are as effectually robbed of their Right 
as by the Preſentation of a ſingle Patron: And, as the a- 
bove-mentioned State of the Caſe of Lochmaben-Sertle- 
ment, written in Vindication of the Commiſſion in that 
Affair; ſo alſo the full Vindication of the Commiſſion's Over - 
tures, is of the ſame Mind, namely, That the Call by 
Heritors and Elders is nothing but one extended Patronage, 
a vertual Obtruſion of Patronages under a fair Diſguiſe, 
AL PRI- 
VILEGE in the Call of Paſtors, For, while arguin 
for the Vote of General-ſeſſions, in the Call of Goſ 4 


E | Miniſters to Cities, like Zdinburgb and Glaſgow, tho Ido 


not meddle with the Debate anent the Vote of General-ſeſ- 
very juſt Ground, that Vindication ſays, 


te to lodge the Calling of Minifters ſolely in them, to- 
« gether with the Town, council, were really maki 
« the Town- council Patrons, and in Effect eſtabliſhing 
« Patronages in —— by an Act of Aſſembly: Nor 
« can a particularSeſſion grapple with the Town- council, 
« whether they vote ſeperately or conjunctly. All which, 
« ſays that Vindication, might be illuſtrated at Length, 
« were it proper.” Now, according to that Reaſoning 
(which to me appears ſtrong) as by this Overture Pa- 
tronages ſhall be eſtabliſhed by an Act of Aſſembly in 
many, yea, I doubt not in moſt, Burghs of Scotland; fo 
alſo by this Overture Heritors are made Patrons in many, 
if not in moſt, landward Congregations ; they alone, or 
they and Fewars, who have been reckoned Heritors, 
being more numerous than the Elderſbip. And whereas 
| that 
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(e) Fag. 81. 88. . * 
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that Vindication ſays, © Our worthy Fathers thought, rito 
«allowing the Magiſtrates and Town-council of lock 


« or ſuch a Burgh to vote, while only the Elders of Ser 
«rhe particular Pariſh to which the Miniſter, was called cal 
did vote with them, was a dangerous Way of calling the 
« Miniſters:” So, on the very ſame Ground we may cut 


juſtly affirm, the Method for calling Miniſters propoſed wal 
» this Overture, both in Burgh and landward poor 2 the 


0 
* 
| 
y 
| 


gations is a dargerous Way of calling Miniſters ; and, as No 
1 that Vindication expreſſes it, & virtual Obtruſion of Patron be 
| ages under a fair Diſguiſe, and a robbing the Chriſtian Pai 
People, of their REAL PRIVILEGE. wh 
wery VI. Though in calling Goſpel-miniſters, re- the 
; 4 ſiding Heritors ſhould be allowed a Suffrage beyond ma 
| 
« others, whether is there any Reaſon for Granting, as cot 
« does this Overture, non-refiding Heritors the ſame the 
« Privilege: I humbly think, this can never be ac BU 
counted for; tis ſurely a Practice which cannot be juſti- as, 
fied, That ſuch as are not Members of the Congrega. me 
tion, nor have Reſidence therein, ſhould have as much 10 


to ſay in the Call of a Goſpel- miniſter as any reſiding or 
Member of the Congregation, who is to be of the Paſtor's Þ. th 
Charge. Sundry,in arguing againſt Patronages, plead from re 
the Topick of the Patron'sNon-yeſidence; And the Commiſſion A 
of the General Aſſembly 1711, in their Addreſs to Queen 1 
Anne, when the Brittiſo Parliament was about to reſcind tre 
the Act againſt Patronages, among the former lamen- 82 
table Rife&s or Abuſes of thoſe they particularize this, th 
« That Minſters were often impoſed upon Pariſhes, 
« by Patrons who were utter Strangers to their Circum- 
« ſtances having neither Property nor Reſidence in 
« them.” And the General Aſſembly 1712, unani- 

mouſly approved the whole of that Addreſs as being 

moſt faithful and ſeafonable ; and, in Token of their q 
Approbation of every Sentence therein, ordained 15 th 
it to be inſert verbatim in the Aſſembly's Regi- d. 
ſter: And, if there was any Weight in the Argument Ti 
of the Patron's Non-acquainiance, evith the Circumſtances of 
the Par iſb, and in his Non-reſidence, then to a Hair's 
Breadth, it is of. the ſame Force as to non-reſid ing He- 


ritors. 
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I 
t, ritors. The grand 8 pleaded for allowing He- 
h ritors a Suffrage beyond others, is their longer and more 
of certain Reſidence in the Pariſh to which the Paſtor is 
4 called: But, if there be any Strength in that Argument, 
ig then it is certain, ſuch as are non-refiding Heritors are 
cut off from this Privilege: And, to ſay, They may after- 


$4 wards come and reſide in that Congregation, to which 
PA the Miniſter is called, is what may be ſaid of Hundreds: 
FR Nor is this to be thought, unleſs you N they ſhall 
a be obliged for Payment of Debt or the like, to ſell thar 


Part of the Heritage where the pencipet Manſion is, 
which uſes to be the Place of Reſideuce: And, there is 
the ſame Reaſon and Ground to ſay, Reſiding Heritors 
may remove, as to ſay, Non- reſiding Heritors may 
as come to dwell in ſuch or ſuch a Congregation, and ſo 
ne they ſhall be as moveable as others, and then the Ar- 
* gument of their ſurer Abode ſhall evaniſh. And where- 
i. as, ſome affirm, Tho Heritors cannot be allowed a Vote, 
1. merely becauſe they are Heritggs; yet they are to be al- 
ch © lowed a Suffrage beyond other uſe they are primores 
= or principal Members of the Congregation : But, tho” 
this ſhould be of Weight in — where they 
reſide; yet it ſays nothing for non - reſiding Heritors, who 
on are ſo far from bein principal Members, that they are 
en not Merabers at all in theſe Congregations where they 
1d reſide nor, elſe one may be a Member of mo Congre- 
n. gations at the ſame Time, than there are Sabbaths in 
1 the Year. a 17 
1 Ve VII. © Tho! it ſhould be granted, Heritors 
n- of our Communion may be allowed a Suffrage beyond 
in © others, I ask, If there be any Reaſon for allowing 
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j- „ this Privilege to Heritors not of the ſame Commu- 
g © nion with us?” As does this Overture while it re- 
ir quires no other Qualification of Heritors calling, but 


d N that of being Proteſtants. The Church of Scotland hath 
i- dcclared againſt this in her Directory for electing Mini.. 
at fert, Aſſembly 1649, where it is enacted, That the 
of „ Diſaffected and Malignant be excluded from the 
| A Choice of their own Paſtors, and undoubtedly much 
* * more from the Election of Paſtors to other Congre- 


Ts, | 5 gations, 


. | 
4 gations. Now, it is notour to all, that Heritors of 
the Epi/copal Perfwaſion are diſaffected and malignant 
with reſpect to the Conſtitution of the Church of Sew. 


land, as generally 


it is well known they arc malignant 
with Reſpe& to the Government of our only lawful 
and rightful Sovereign King George, and the Proteftant 
Succefhon in his Royal Family, being Favourers of a 
Pepi Pretender; and even the Overtures tranſmitted to 
Presbyteries 1719, enjoin Synods to have a ſpecial Re- 
gard to ſuch Heritors as are well affected and join in 
Communion with this Church. This of allowing Gentle- 
men, not of our Communion, a Suffrage in the Choice 
of our Paſtors, is juſt as reaſonable, as to allow the 
ſtared Enemies of the Government a Voice in the E- 
lection of Miniſters of State, or in the Choice of Offi- 


cers in our Armies or Navies, or in the Choice of Mem- 


bers of Parliament. Some talk, This is the Way to gain 


Shem : But, if fo, pray why not allow Popiſb Heritors the 
ſamePrivilege? We look not on them as guilty of theSin 
inſt the Holy Gboſt, more than others; why not uſe 
eans to gain them alſo? I have heard of ſome of 
them coming to hear Presbyterian Miniſters at a Time. 
Means are to be uſed for gaining all, but I am far from 
thinking this is any Mean of God's Appointment, or ap- 
proven of him. Was the Legiſlature to enact that, for 
ining ſuch as may be Enemies to Gentlemens Fami- 
ies, That henceforth they ſhall be allowed a Voice in 
the Choice of Husbands to their Daughters, or in the 
Choice of their Phyſicians, inthe Choice of their Law. 
iers, in the Choice of Tutors or Curators to their Chil- 
dren, or bur in the Choice of their Chamberlains, Fa- 


Rors, Stewards, yea, or but of the very Shepherds of 


their Flock, all the World would think ſuch Legiſla- 
tors had miſtaken their Meaſures, acted againſt Reafon, 
and evidenced bur ſmall Concern for the ftanding of 
Gentlemens Families; and is not the Cafe much the ſame 
here, yea, in ſome Reſpect far worſe ? And, whereas 
ſome few Inftances arc given, and indeed they are but 
rate; of Heritors, not of our Communion, who have been 


gained ſo far as to come to Church upon granting the 
| Choice 


LY , — — bo 1 1 
OY e os. od = oo... // a: nm. ot . HALLS. 


_ thod the 


thruſt in upon Co 
aof the Earth, and 


ſible, the like in Time coming. 


terians and cordial Frien 
Part I know of none ſuch. Is not the Church of Scot- 


Ordination? Goſpel-Miniſters are de 
God's Word; but, pray, what Builders will ſuch chuſe 


\ 
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Qhoice of the Miniſter to them; I ſay, Where One 
_ bath been Gren have not. And, by that Me- 


[| hurch of Scotland hath loſt the Affection of 
many. of her beſt. F ; and many of Cbriſ s little 


ai many really religious, have been ſo ſtumbled and 


ended, as to deſert. the Miniſtry ef ſuch as were 
egations to pleaſe the greater Ones 

ies of our Conſtitution, think- 
ing they could not otherwiſe exoner their Conſciences 
and 1 1 pm ſuch Settlements, 
doing, what they judged- proper for preventing, if paſ- 
» 7 And, Iam — — 
Method the Apaſtles of Chrift, nor Churches in their 
ay, never took to gain the Scribes and Phariſees; the 


Hleradiant, Lawiers, nor Rulers of the Jews And, for all 
that is talked of gaining ſuch, I queſtion if Inſtances 


can be given of ſuch as by this have become true Preſty- 


to our Conſtitution; for my 


land expoſed to the private Ridiculo of thoſe Gentle- 
men for granting this Privilege to them ? and hath ſhe. 
not a ſinful Hand in their acting below Gentlemen of 
Honour, Candour and Ingenuity, while in ſigning Calls 
to Presbyterian Miniſters, they promiſe all dutiful Re- 
ſpect, Encouragement and Subjection to their Miniſtry in 
the Lord; while perhaps it is their fixed Purpoſe never 
to hear them ſo much as once in their whole Life; yea, 
may be are ſo bewitched with Dodavelian Principles, as 
to deny they are Miniſters of Chriſ, or that they have 
any more Authority to preach his glorious Goſpel, than 
any Herd-lad, becauſe they wait —_— Baptiſm and 
igned Builders in 


as long to fee the Building laid in Heaps, and ſa 

to nn, A Foundation ? And I cannot help thin = 

nothing makes ſome more fond of their Suffrages at this 

Day than this, That, if there be any Competition, they 

are ſure to have their Voices for ſuch as are more lax 

aud Jeſs zealous for the ** of Chriſt's Kingdom, 
| An 
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and our Presbyterian Conftitution : For it cannot be 


Fear of diſobliging thoſe Gentlemen, which makes | 
them ſtand up for this: Surely not, becauſe I am peaſwa- | 


ded there is not a Prelatiſt in Scotland, but would re- 


ckon it unreaſonable for Heritors or others of our Com- 


munion, who could not in Conſcience join with them 
in Word and Sacrament, to have a Suffrage in the 
Choice of Paſtors to overſee their Souls. And the 

eat Unreaſonableneſs of this Overture further appears, 
in that hereby the known Enemies to our Conſtitution, 
both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, are made, not only Callers, 


but the main Callers, in ſundry Congregations of Scot- 
and, particularly in the northern Part of the Kingdom, | 


where (if I be not miſinformed) in many Pariſhes ſuch 
Heritors exceed the Number of well affected Gentlemen, 
ea, and of Elders too: And tho' the whole well affected 
Jeritors, the whole Elders, and all the People to a 
ſingle Man, were for never ſo excellent a Perſon to be 


their Minifter ; yet, by the laſt Clauſe of the ſecond Pa- 
Tagraph of this Overture, however much the Presbytry 


Thould alſo be for the Candidate, they are ſo bound up 


that they muſt go croſs to the 4ſſembly's Recommenda- | 


Zion, if they go in to the Settlement, if Heritors not of 
our Communion be ſupernumerary to other Heritors and 
Elders, which 'tis ſaid might be no rare Caſe in ſundry 
Places of this Kingdom. Ithath long been ſurmiſed, a 
Project is laid for bringing the Church of Scotland to de- 
clare for abjured Prelacy, and the Romiſb Ceremonies of 


the Engi Church: And I'm CY informed, 


ſome of the Epiſcopal Perſwaſion expreſs themſelves 


with great Confidence, That in a little Time (ſome few © 
more of the old Miniſters being gone) they will ſee a 
Miniſtry in the Church of Scotland, who will declare 
for the Government and Worſhip of the Church of Zyg.. | 


land, ſo as to make us all one Man's Bairns (as they ex- 
preſs it.) I wiſh their Hopes may not have too much 
Foundation, And, to conclude this Head, I'm ſure, for 
the Church of Scotland to allow Gentlemen not of her 
Communion, a Voice in the Choice of her Paſtors, is 
not the beſt Way to ſecure her from Danger Wen 

ed. 


Ig ) 
ded. Dis to be wi 198 n= Church of Scotland may be 
as much concerned for the Safety and Security of her In- 
tereſts and Privileges, as the Houſe of Commons ſeem to 
be for theirs, who in January laſt (as yearly) have re- 
ſolved» That no Peer of this Realm hath any Right to give 
Vote in the Election of any Members to ſerve in Parliament. 
This Reſolution may "Hz from Apprehenſion the Peers 
ofGreat Brittan cannot be thought to have the ſame Con- 
cern for the Good of the Commons as themſelves : And, 
I am ſure, there is as much and far more Ground, for the 
Church of Scotland to reſolve and declare, That non-re- 
ſiding Heriters, and Heritors not of her Communion, tho 
the greateſt Peers of the Land, have no Right to give 
Vote in the Election of any that are to ſerve in the 
Work of the Goſpel among us. Tis not to be imagined, 
ſuch as have their Refidence elſewhere will have an e- 
qual Concern with ſuch as are Members of the Congre- 
= gation, to have their Vacancy ſupplicd with an able Goſ- 
| ner, We have the cleareſt Proof hereof at 
7 Tranſportations; for, albeit a Miniſter be called from a 
leſſer Charge to a larger, as may be from a Pariſh of 
three or four Hundred, to one above three or four 

+ Thouſand, if Heritors of the lefler Congregation have 
| Kindneſs for their Minifter, they uſe to oppoſe the 
$ Tranſportation to the uttermoſt, though their Heritage 
ſhould be larger in the Pariſh he is called to, than in 
that where they reſide. : And, for Heritors not of our 
23 Communion, there is far more Reaſon to think the Peers 
of this Realm will be concerned for the Good of the 
Commons, than to think theſe Gentlemen will be con- 
2 cerned for the Good of the Church of Scotland, or ever 
ſeek her Welfare. . 

Query VIII. (Whether is it reaſonable ſuch Heritors 
eas may be of ſcandalous and vitious Lives, or hetero- 
= dox Principles ſhould have a Suffrage beyond others 
in theEleCtion of Goſpel Miniſters? The Overture 
puts no Diſtinction among Heritors, but, according to it, 
Heritage, and being a Proteſtant by Profeſſion is enough 
| to qualify for this Privilege, whether the Proteſtant He- 
ritor be Virtuous or Vitious, Moral or Immoral, Pro- 
"Iu . pi feſſor 


( 20. | 
ſeſſor or Profane, Orthodox or Heterodox, tho the Wc 
Eſtate had been gain d by never ſach manifeſt Trick. Wi 
ing or Cheating it matters not. The General Aſſembly | 
3649, in their Directory for rhe Election of Mini- 
ſters, diſcharges the giving a Suffrage 'to any ſcau- | 


dolous Perſon ; but here | 
May not One be a Proteftant, and yet of a diſſolute, 
ſcandalous, profane Life, hateing nothing more than 
a faithful Servant of Chrif, who (he thinks) will It wp bis 
Paice like a Trumpet, ſhewing People their Tranſgreſſion, 
and faithfully teſtifying againſt all Sin, freeing themſelves 


there is no ſuch Reſtriction: 


from the Blbod. of Souls, preſſing to the Diſcharge of | 


every commanded Duty: As 4bab hated God's faithful | 


Micalab, becauſe he did not ſooth him up in his Sin, 
chuſing the flattering falſe Prophets of Baa] before him; 
Jo Henitors, of a vicious Converſation, they cannot but 
bear a Grudge 4 ſuch as they think will be faith- 
ful to their far and Maſter, declaring the <vhole Council 
of God, without fearing the Face of Man. Or, may not 


a Perſon be a Proteſtant Heritor, and yct a Socinian or WP 


an Arian? And will not an Heritor of ſuch Principles | 


be concerned to chuſe ſuch as he thinks will ſtudy to 


Know not hing but Jeſus Chriſt and bim crucified ? Or, may 


not One be a Proteſtant Heritor, and not have ſo much | 
as a Form of Godlineſs, being a ſtated Enemy to, and | 


open Mocker at, every Thing which looks like real Re- 
Iigion ? Or, may he not be a Proteſtant Heritor, and yet 


as unconcerned about a faithful Goſpel- Minifter, as that 
| | 2 all the Pains be 
bad been at for one of the Candidates; yet, for bis own i 
Part, be valued not, tho they foould ſet up a Bocukail- Stock 
20 preach unto them, We complain of the Toleration as 
boundleſs, becauſe it tolerates all, except Papiſts and Ii 
ſuch as impugn or deny a Trinity; and yet this Over- | 


Heritor, who at an Election ſaid, 


ture is more boundleſs, allowing a Voice in the callin 
Minifters to every one that hath Heritage, unleſs he be 
a profeſt Papift : May not One be an Heritor, and yet a 
Deift, and a mortal Deiſt too, denying, not only a Tri- 
tüty, but alſo the Soul's Immortality, denying all er 
| ; geluty 
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the eſſity of ſupernatural Revelation, denying the Book, to 
ick.. Wit, of the ſacred Scriptures, as I heard a certain 
ably Hentleman lately did, when another Gentleman atduced 
inz- & Scripture for confirming his Argument in a Debate 


cau- Wetween them? I hope you will not miſtake as 
ion: If I deſigned a Reflexion on Heritors in general; No; 
late, his is far from my Heart, I think we have Ground to 
than Pleſs the Lord there are ſo many among us who are 
Je zxentlemen of virtuous becoming Converſations, deteſt- 

ion, Ing all Vice, Immoralities, and erroneous Principles: 
lves But, you know, it is the Complaint, and a general 


omplaint, That many, yea, a great many, through the 
.ingdom, are vitious and immoral in their Practice, and 


2 of þ 
hful | 
Sin, Eu 
him; Did the Overture, with reſpect to Heritors, reſtrict 
but his Privilege to Heritors of our Communion, to Heri- 
ich- Fors of a becoming Converſation, Heritors that attend 


1ncil upon Ordinances, and are to be the ordinary Hearersof 
not Mhe Paſtor choſen, and to Heritors reſiding in the Con- 
; or Fregation, it would be leſs exceptionable. 

ples Jen IX. Whether is not this Overture a going 
to 


© oft from Presbyterian Principles, yea, a going direct- 
may ly againſt them and againſt the Practice of the 
uch “ Church of Scotland in all former Times, ſeeing, in 
and the Election of our Paſtors, it allows Heritors a Suf- 
Re- frage beyond others; yea, all Proteſtant Heritors, 
yet “ whether reſiding in the Pariſh or not, whether of our 
that Communion or not, whether moral or nut? For 


s be ny Part I humbly think it is. All true Presbyterians 


own that ever wrote on the Subject, whether againſt Roma- 
Stock ig, Prelatiſts, Patrenages, or Eraftians, have ſtill aſ- 
n as ſerted, this is the Right of the People, without al. owin 
& deciſive Suffrage to Heritors, or the richer Ones 
the Earth more than to others of meaner worldly Cir- 


ver- 

ling N mſtances, This of the People's Right, is a Refermati- 
> be en- Principle, and a Principle for which the Church of 
et a ¶ Scotland hath. always declared, ſince the Reformation. 
Tri- Bus banan tells us, That, in the 1558, when Sir James 
Ne- Sendilands was ſent to the Queen Regent from the Con- 


Bre- 


eavened with Deiſm and other abominable Principles. 


22 ) I ei 

tion, in Name of all who ſtood for the Reforma. WW fror 

tion in Scotland, he requeſted, The Election of Miniſters 
according to the ancient Cuſtom of the Church, fpould be made 
by the People. As in that Petition he afferred it had been Chu 
the ancient Cuſtom of the Church, for People ro chuſe « , 
their own Paſtors; ſo therein he declared it was the Bcc a 
unanimous Deſire of all that ſtood for the Reformation Wee x 
in Scotland. It ſhould be ſo fill, which ſhows, at the Re. 
formation the Lords of the Congregation, the Nobility Nee e] 
and Gentry, were far from pleading this as their pecu- Wc t 
liar Right above People of lower Rank. And the firſt Wee 1, 
General Aſſembly of the reformed Church of Scotland, . 
which met at Edinburgh, December 20. 1560, enacted, Wu þ 
That the Election of Afinifters ſhould be in the publick ¶ Acc 
Church by the People. And, the Church of Scotland, wil 
in her firſt Book of Diſcipline drawn up at the Re- We 
formation, upon theDetire of the great Council of Scotland, W..? 
which was ſubſcribed, January 17. 1560, by a great Pra, 
Part of the Nobility and Gentry, as Argyle, Glencairn, 
Mariſal, Monteith, Morton, Rothes, &c. In that Book it 
is affirmed, It appertaineth to the People, and ta Ove 
every ſeveral Congregation to elect their Miniſter, — __ 
« For altogether this is to be avoided, that any Man be 
ic violently intruded or thruſt in upon any Congregati- 
« on; but this Liberty muſt, with all due Care, be re- 
« ſerved to every ſeveral Church, to have their Votes and | 


« Suffrages in the Election of their Miniſter.” The . F. 
great Mr. Knox, and other worthy Servants of Chriſt, . b] 
who drew up that Book, thought this was the People's wh 


Right in general, without putting the leaft Difference 
between ſuch as have Heritage and others: And it is e- 
vident,from what they ſay in their Addreſs to the Secret 
Council, at giving in that Book to them, they thought 
they were able to prove from God's Word and plain 
Scripture, that this is the People's Right; As the Coun. 
cil in their Act approving thereof, and, at ſubſcribing 
that Book, declared, they thought it to be conform to 
God's Word in all Points. Again, the ſecond Book of 
Diſcipline hath not the leaſt innxcndo for any Right in 

| | e Heritors, 


— . 
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teritors, more than others in this Affair; yea, ſo far 
aa. from this, that, in my humble Opinion, it expreſly de- 
ers clares againſt it, when, in the 12 Chapter (which treats 
of rertain ſpecial Heads of Reformation, craved by the 
en ¶ Church at that Time) it is ſaid, « The Liberty of Electi- 
aſe WW « on of Perſons called to the Eccleſiaſtica Functions, 


he 4 and obſerved without Interruption, ſo long as the 
72 © Kirk was not corrupted by Antiabriſt, we deſire 


t to be reſtored and retained within this Realm, ſo 
y that none be intruded upon any Congregation, ei- 
de ther by the Prince or any inferior Perſon, without 


rſt Wee awful Election and the Aſſent of the People, over 
975 « whom the Perſon is placed, as the Practice of the 


See Apoſtolical and Primitive Kirk and good Ordercrave!” 
According to this you ſee, albeit the Prince himſelf, 


ud, with all the Heritors of rhe Pariſh, yea, and Elders al- 
5 ſo, had been for a Perſon, it was eſteemed a ſinful In- 
Y 


truſion, contrary to Apoſtolick Practice, contrary the 
cat practice of the primitive Kirk, and to good Order, un- 
leſs the People were alſo for the Perton placed over 
them; and this is the Book, which the Commiſſion's 
Overtures (tranſmitted 1719, to Presbyteries for their 
Remarks) affirm, * Was agreed upon in the Aſſembly 
* 1578, inferted in the Regiſters of Aſſembly 1581, 
© Sefl. 9. ſworn to in the National Covenant, revived 
and ratified by the Aſſembly 1638, Seſſ. 21. and by 
© many other Acts of Aſſembly, and which is the 
© Foundation of Presbyterian Church-government, eſta- 
© bliſhed by the 114th Act, Zames VI. Parl. 12. 1592, 
and by the 5th Act of the 2d Seſſ. Parl. 1. William 
and Mary, Anno 1690.” In that Book, there is not 
one Sentence nor Word in all its thirteen Chapters, 
-ITT more than in the firſt Book of Diſcipline, favouring this 
Privilege in Heritors more than in the meaneſt Chriſtian 

an the eee : And, tho' under Prelacy, when 
Patronages were in Force, Epiſcopal Miniſters were 
hruſt in upon Congregations againſt their Will; yet, 
n 1638, when Presbytery was reſtored; as the Gene- 
cof Fal Aſſembly met at Glaſgow revived and ratified the 2d 
Book of Diſcipline ; ſo that Aſſembly enacted, That no 


Fer- 


8 52 . ed 
© Petfon be intruded into 9 os of the Kirk ci: 
© trary to the Will of the Congregation to which the 
are appointed. Again, the General Aſſembly 1644 
in their Directory for the Election of Miniſters, the 
with the 2d Book of Diſcipline it gives the Nominativr 
or Choice of Paſtors to the Elderſhip, diſcharging an 
Settlement, unleſs the major Part of the Congregatio 
acquieſce and conſent to the Perſon agreed upon by ti; > 
* Seffion, by which the People have a Negative over th in 
Elderſhip in that Affair; yer, there is not the leaſt Hin th 
in that Directory of any Might given to Heritors abou be 
others in this Matter. And further, the Sentiments of £ 
Presbyterians in the Church of Scotland, may be gathe 
red from a Teftimony which was agreed to by mani m 
- worthy Minifters of this Church, who had taken th Cl. 
Spoiling cf their Goods joyfuliy, rather than renounc ha 
esbyterian Principles to comply with Prelacy, in 167; as 
when the 2d Indulgence was granted; in which Teſtime 
ny the Neceſſity of the People's Call is aſſerted, both i fel 
regard of Miniſters and People: And rhe Indulgence | 15 
complæined of as a Grievance, becauſe thereby Peop © 
were deprived of their Liberty of a free Election; an Pr 
in it they defire the Liberty of Acceſs to Settlements, 4 the 
the Loyd ſhould grant them the Opportunity of a Free Cal 
from the People. But, in all that eſtimony, there 1s nc Af 
a Word of any Right in Heritors, more than othe: Pu 
And, that this is contrary to Presbyterian Principles, i m 
" alfo evident from a Petition of many Thouſands of Pre: the 
*bycerians in the Church of Scotland to the Prin s 
of Orange at the happy Revolution in 1688, dray nol 
up, ſays Mr. N odrotp, by Miniſters and Gentleme tic 
* who had ſuffered under the cruel oppreſſing Reigns « 
* Charles II. and James VII. In that Petition: tho” t! 
Calling of Goſpei-Minifters is ſaid to be the Right an A, 
Privilege of the 2 and warranted to e bz, th 
Word of God; yet that Petition hath not the leaſt Hin ve 
of any Right in Heritors beyond others of meane 
worldly Circumſtances: Nor did it ever enter into th ber 
Minds of Heritors in thoſe Days, nor former Time; 
that chis was a Right belonging to them more than 
| | oth: 
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. Gen Nor did they 
ever plead for this, that I heard of, but ſince the Parlia- 
ment's Act 1690, of which Act more perhaps after- 
wards. Now, as this of granting Heritors a Suffrage 
beyond others in this Affair, is directly oppoſite to all 
the ſtanding Acts of the Church of Hot land, tor regu- 
lating the Election of Goſpel Minifters fo tis againſt the 
Sentiments of all our Champions for Presbytery, who, 
in their Writings, plead from God's Word, that this is 
the Right of the People, without ever diſtinguiſhing that 
between Rich and Poor. Here I might cite Calderwood, 
Rutherfurd, Gilleſpie, Nod, Park, Rule, Forreſter, Ja- 
miſon, Lawaer, and ſundry others. And here alſo 1 
might ſhew at Length, how this is oppoſite to the de- 
Clared Sentiments of all foreign Proteflant Divines, who 
have handled or touched this Subject in their Writings, 


„ 


as Calvin, Beza, Zuinglius, Bullinger, Martyr, Muſculus, 


unius, Parcus, Centuriators of Magdeburgh, Voetius,Pro- 
feſſors of Leyden, Ameſius Mareſius, Morney Lord de Pleſ- 
10 Daneus, Chamier, Sadeel, Blondel, Luther, Chemnitius, 
Prentius, Illyricus, thoſe Divines have affirmed and 
proven from Scripture, againſt Romaniſts, that this is 
the Right of the Lord's People to chuſe their own Pa- 


ſtors, without ever allowing the leaſt Privilege in the 


Affair to Heritors above others. Here to the ſame 
Purpoſe, the Confeſſons of ſundry Proteſtant Churches 
might be adduced ; I'll mention only one, and that is 


I the Confeſſion of the once famous and flouriſhing Church - 


es of Chriſt in Bohemea, which is the Confeſſion of the 
noble Yaldenſes; In the firſt Paragraph of the ninth Ar- 
ticle thereof, tis ſaid, They teach, that Minifters of 
© the Church, to whom the Adminiſtration of Word and 
© Sacraments is committed, ought to be regularly in- 
© ſtituted according to the Preſcript of Chriſt, and the 
© Apoſtles ; and that they ſhoald be called to the Ex- 
& erciſe of that Office by the People that are godly 
© and believing. This Confeſſion was approven by Lu- 
ther, Melanfon, and Univerſity of Wittenburgh in 
1532, and after that by all the free Barons, and No- 
bility of the Kingdom - Bohemia. Aud tho _— 

n- 
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Confeſſion puts Difference between Godly and Ungedly, | 


yet it puts no Difference between Heritors, free Barons, 


the Nobles of the Kingdom, and others. Thoſe 


Nobles and free Barons, more. than the Lords of the 
Congregation, did not ask, nor did they dream of having 
any Right ſuperior to People of an inferior Rank, as 
to this Spiritual Ecclefraſtical Privilege. 2 
Query, IX. I would gladly know what is meant by 
tt the Word Heritors in this Overture? For it is oavgy”- 
due, a Word of wonderfully various Sipnification,and of 
very uncertain Sound among us at this Day. If the Aſ- 
ſembly go in to this Overture, which God forbid, would 
it not be needful, as they conſult the Peace and Eaſe of 
Church-judicatories, that they declare to the World 
what they mean by Heritors ? As, Whether, by Heri- 
tors, they intend Heritrixes alſo ? For Heritrixes are not 
Heritors in the ſtrict Acceptation of the Word, Whe- 
ther by it they mean Feuars alſo? And, if Feuars, 
whether they intend all Feuars, ſuch as have only feu- 
ed a Houſe, or Houſe and Yard, a Houſe and Acre, or 
Yome Acres of Land for them and theirs; or whether 


only ſuch Feuars as pay Ceſs to the King? Whether 


the old and young Laird are both to vote as Heritors ? 
Whether Minors are to vote as Heritors ? Whether all 


Superiors are Heritors ? Whether all that pay a Part 
of the Stipend are to vote as Heritors ? Whether the 
old and young Lady, being Liferenters, are Heritors ? 


Whether ſuch as are not infeft be Heritors? Whether 
the Gentleman who hath ſold the Land, and he that 
Hath bought it, but is not entred upon Poſſeſſion, is 
the H=-ritor, or are both to vote as Heritors? Whe- 
ther Patrons of Mortifications be Heritors ? Whether 


ſuch as were never heard to be Heritors till the Day 


of the Moderation, and have only gotten ſome ſham 


Title for this Effect, be Heritors? And further, 


Whether are all Heirs-portioners Heritors? Theſe, 


and a great many Caſes. of the like Nature, would be 
decided: For all Acts of this Nature ſhould be very 
Clear, that ſo they may be underſtood of all. And, it 


this 
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* above, their Sphere? 


© © 
t his Act ſhould only mention Heritors in general, it is 
a Lesbian Rule, which may be turned any 1 
leaſe. And further, it might be needſul the Aſſem- 
ly ſhould determine, whether ſuch Elders, as have 
left, or been put out of Seſſion, but not formally depo- 
ſed, ſhould be reckon'd Elders having a Vote. As al- 
ſo, it would be needful to determine, whether ſuch 
Elders as have not been received into the Seſſion fince 
coming from other Congregations, are to have a dect- 
— Voice with other Elders in the Election of Pa- 
ors. 
Query, X. Whether, by the Overture, ſhall not 
« Goſpel-Minifters be put upon Work beyond, if not 
For, in Caſe there be a 
Competition, which frequently happens, they muſt 
judge as to the Validity of the Civil ight of Heritors ; 
where there may be Proteſts, and Counter-proteſts, 
they muſt Judge whoſe Civil Right is beſt, which, in 
many Caſes, is not eaſy to determine, When our 
bleſſed Lord, the ſovereign Judge of all the Earth, 
was deſired by One, to ſpeak to his Brother, that 
be migbt divide the Inberitance with him; to ſet his 
Servants an Example, he declined to meddle in that Ci- 
vil Affair, ſaying, Ibo made me a Fudge or Divider 
over yow? Luke 12.13, 14. In Matters of this Na- 
ture, ſays Mr. Henry, on the Place, He would not aſſume 
a legiſlative Poæver to alter the ſettled Rule of Inheritances, 
nor yet a judicial Power to determine Controverſies concern 
ing them, tho" he could have done the Judge's Part, and 
the Lawier's Part, as well as be did the Phyſician's Part, 
and have ended Suits at Law as happily as be bad Diſ- 
eaſes ; but he would not: For it «vas not in bis Commiſſion, 
And, ſays he, It is the Nature and Conſtitution of Cbriſt r 
Kingdom, that it doth not inteymeddle <vith Civil Rights © 
Theſe, cubile before Miniſters of the Goſpel, are coram non 
judice. And ſurely, as this is beyond the Sphere of 
Goſpel-Minifters, ſo it is an Affair which may occaſion 
much ſinful Expence of precious Time to them, who 
ſhould not leave the Work od the Miniſtry, or Word 7 
| 2 Go 


28 
God to ſerve Tables, as ſaid the Apoſtle, Acts 6. 2. The 
ſerving Tables was a pious Work, receiving the Cha- 
rity of the Rich, — | diſtriburing to the Neceſſities 
of poor Chriſtians. I ſay, this may occaſion much ſin- 
ful Expence of precious Time, when Minifters may be 
called to fit from Day to Day in judging the Civil Rights 
of Heritors, whether real, or cnly pretended, as in the 
Caſe of Crammond Settlement ſome Years ago, which 
from Day to Day, for a conſiderable Time, created 
no ſmall Trouble to the Presbytery of Edinburgb, for all 
the Gentlemen of the Long rob they had to aſſiſt them: 
So, in the preſent Caſe of the Yeft-kirk, which took the 
Presbytery of Edinburgh, and their Committee, 12 or 13 
Days in making a Scrutiny as to the Civil Rights of 
Heritors who claimed a Vote in that Election; and yet 
they have not finiſhed it. So, again, in the Caſe of 
Saline, which, in December laſt, according to my In- 
formation, coft the Presbytery of Dunfermline three 
whole Days, from Morning, to late at Night, in judg- 
ing of the Rights of Heritors, as with Proteſts; and 
Counter-proteſts, *twas about Ten of the Clock at Night 
on the Day of the Moderation before Heritors and 
Elders had given their Votes. The Church of Scot- 
Jand, in the pureſt Times, hath always declared againſt 
Minifters having a Vote in Parliament, as being without 
their Sphere, and a diſtracting them about Civil Matters 
from their Miniſterial Work. And the Argument holds 
in this Caſe; for majus & minus non variant ſpeciem. 
XII. Qgery. Whether is not this Overture an evi- 
dent Robbing the People of all their Right to e- 
© le& their Paſtors ?* Our Proteftant Divines aflert, 
The People have an inherent Power and Rieht to ibis. A 
Right, not only de facto, but de jure. A Divine Right, 
a Kight from Chrift the King of Zion; a Right which 
he hath purchaſed with his Blocd, and bequeathed to 
them in his Teſtament ; a Right which is not alienable 
by them ; a Right which cannot be taken from them, 
proving it is fo from ſundry Places of God's Word: Bur, 
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2 
n my humble Opinion, by this Overture, all their Right 
is taken from them, Heritors and Elders being made 
the ſole Callers. By the Conſtitution of England, I think, 
every Burgher hath equal Right to vote in the Election 
of a Parliament- man for the Burgh : But, ſhould there 
be a Law made, that Magiſtrates, and common Coun- 
cil whom they have choſen, with as many, or ſome moe 
of the richeſt Burghers ſhould henceforth have the E- 
lection, the People of England would complain, and 
that juftly, of invading their Rights, and robbing them 
of their juſt Privileges. And, I humbly think, the 
Cafe is the ſame here; yea, and granting, that 
the Elders repreſent the People in this Affair, as ſays 
the Overture (whereby, I think, its own'd this is the 
People's Right originally.) I ask, Whether are they 
ſufficiemly repreſented, on Suppoſition Heritors be ſu- 
pernumerary to Elders, as I'm apt to think they are; 
yea, I am ſure they are in many, if not in moſt, Pariſhes 
of Scotlard, including all pretending to Votes, or are 
in Uſe to vote as Heritors in the Election of Paſtors : 
Or, if it be not the Caſe when the Vacancy happens, 
it is an eaſy Thing to make them ſo. And, according 
to this Overture, I ſee not but one Laird, tho* none of 
the greateſt, an Enemy both to King and Kirk, yea, 
and an avowed Enemy to God, by Curſing, Swearing, 
Drunkenneſs, Whoredom and Sabbath-profanation, 


may have more to ſay in the Election of a Goſpel- 


Miniſter, than all the Elders of the Congregation : For, 
after counting Votes, he hath no more to do, but mer 
off ſo many Acres of Land, and ſell or feu them to ſo 
many at ſuch a Rate, and upon this ſecret Condition 
the 4 give him their Votes in the intended Ele- 
ction, for neither Church nor State hath yet determi- 
ned how much Heritage is requiſite to make an Heri- 
tor: Yea, two or three Houſes belonging to Heirs-por- 
tioners may yield as many Votes, as ſhall be ſupernu- 
merary to the Elderſhip. And in the preſent Caſe of 
the Weſt-irk, I'm credibly informed, four Heirs- porti- 
oners in the Water of Leith, on the oppoſite Side to the 
Elders, voted, for a Houſe, or ſome Howes which be. 
* | l 
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nged' to one John Texnert, without Yard, or any a- 


- rable Ground belonging to them their valued Rent 


being only about eleven Pound Scots. And on the ſame 
Side of the Queſtion, other three or four Heirs- portio- 
ners voted, for the Houſe and Yard of one Jobn Ver- 


nor, the valued Rent being ſcarcely ten Merks. © 


defirable Overture | And, as Heritors are ſupernumera- 
in many Pariſhes, fo tis known from ſad and daily 


Experience, many Elders vote directly contrary to the 


Mind and Inclinations of the People, whom they are 
faid to repreſent ; yea, through the unwearied Solici- 
tations, fair Promiſes, or ſevere Fhreatnings of Heri- 
tors, or ſuch as they depend upon, they often Vote di- 
rectly contrary their own declared Inclinations, the 


Fear of Man cauſing a Snare. As in the Caſe of an El- 
der at a late Election, who ſaid of the Candidate, the 
People were generally inclined to call, fy Heart is for 
bim, bo my Tongue muſt be againft him, being over- 


ruled by his Maſter. And, indeed, were Elders left to 


their Freedom, ſeldom would they diffcr'from the 


People in their Choice. And tho*, by this Overture, 
the Elders are ſaid to repreſent the People, yet, ac- 
cording to it, Settlements may be made, tho* not one 
Elder ſhould be for it; yea, tho not a Soul in all the 


. Congregation that hears a Presbyterian Miniſter ſhould 


be for it; yea, tho' every Man in the Congregation 
Hould be __ ir. Heritors, not 2 -_ Communion, 
reſiding in other Congregations may be ſupernumerary to 
other ns: 3 to all 2 Elders. And Im 
credibly informed, the late Settlement, upon the Foot- 
ing of this Overture, of the Pariſh of K s, in the 
Presbytery of P — 5, is a lamentable Inſtance, too 
much to this Purpoſe, there being of our Communion 
in all the Pariſh only one Gentleman and his Family 
For the Perſon ſettled ; and this Gentleman and his Fa- 
mily reſides there ſcarcely the Half of the Year; all the 
Elders and People that hear Presbyterian Miniſters, to 
a ſingle Man, being oppoſite to the Settlement. If El- 
ders repreſent the People in this Affair, as the Over. 
ture ſays, then, as the Aſſembly would not roh * 
0 
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of their Right che the Commiſſion's Over- 
tures tranſmitted 1719. Should they not enact, That 
in the Election of Minifters, unleſs there be a Majori- 
ty of Elders for the Call, it ſhall not be proceeded upon, 


tho* neyer ſo many Heritors were for it. I think, our 
conſtant, or more ordinary, Members of Commiſſion 
ſhould be for this, left they be charged as unſtable, and 
guilty of changing from better to worſe : And indeed, 
their Overtures upon this Subject are in many Reſpects 
better than this Overture, in regard they expreſſy re- 
quire, There be not only a Moderation, but a pub lick Inti- 
mation thereof from the Pulpit ; at which Ihtimation, 
they appoint, not only Heritors and Elders, but alſo Heads of 


Families be requived to meet on the Day of the Moderation, 


in order to the nominating and electing a fi Perſon to ſupply 


| their Vacancy. And, when the Day of the Moderation 
is come, thoſe Oyertures appoint, That, Sermon being 
ended, the Minifter,uubo is to moderate, require, not only He- 


ritors and Elders, but alſo the Heads of Families to meet; 


And, in order to a more comfortable Settlement, thoſe 


Overtures recommend to all concerned in the Election, 
that they ſtudy the Satisfattion and Edification of the 
People. And in the Draught of their Call they intimate, 
That the Conſent of the Pariſponers is needful to make it 4 
cleay Call from God. But nothing like theſe in this 
Overture. 8 

Query XII. Whether by this Overture have Pari- 
© ſhoners or People, reſiding in the Congregation, any 
more Right, Liberty, Power or Privilege left or al- 
© lowed them in calling their Miniſter, than if they li- 


© ved at the greateſt Diſtance ?* For my Part, I think 


they have none ; ſeeing, according to the Overture, if 


they approve not of the Perſon called by a Majority of 


Heritors and Elders, they muſt give in their Reaſons of 
Diſapprobation to the Presbytery, when tis known from 
Experience, and the Practice of Judicatories, in ſome 
late Settlements is made upon the Footing of this Over- 
ture, that nothing leſs is accepted as a valid Reafon in 
this Caſe, unleſs the People ſhall libel the Perſon called, 
and prove him guilty of Error in Doctrine, or Enor- 
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mĩty in Converſation. Now, I ſuppoſe, if this be all 
that's allowed the People, they have no more Privilege 
in the Caſe, than if Strangers coming from the moſt di- 
ffant Corner of the Kingdom; for, if any from the re- 
moteſt Place of the Iſland ſhould offer in Preshytery to 

rove ſuch or ſuch a Perſon guilty, as above, this would 
ſtop the Settlement, till Enquiry ſhould be made into 
the Affair; if this be all their Privilege, tis no Privilege 
at all: And what the full Vindication of the Commiſſion's 
Overtures lay, of the conſultative Vote of general Seſſions, - 
may on better Ground be ſaid in this Caſe, namely, That 
this is a mere Shadow and Dream; what an airy Privilege 
is it, to have their Advice asked, but without any Efficacy ? 
Is it not a downright mocking the People, to call it a 
Privilege, to have Liberty to libel a Perſon, and ſo to 
run the Riſque of being cenſured and puniſhed. as a 
Slanderer and Calumniator, in caſe they be not able to 
make their Charge good? which, thoꝰ it ſhould be true 
notour and relevant, is not eaſy to do, eſpecially, if the 
Perſon or Perſons libelling underſtand not our Forms of 
Procedure, or ſhould happen to have what we call an 
ill fiting SheriF ; and 'tis known, Miniſters are capable 
of being biaſſed in ſome Caſes, as well as other Men, 
:rhaps the Perſon called, hath lived at 40 50 or 60 
Niles Diſtance all his Days, and was never heard of hy 
the People, till ſome few Weeks before he was called to 
take the Charge of their Souls; he may be of unſound 
Principles, perhaps a Favourer of abominable Arian- 
iſm ; or he may be a Latitudinarian as to Church- , 
Government, as much for Prelacy as Presbytery, and of 
an untender Walk, and they unable to prove the 
Charge, tho' under ftrong Impreſſions of his being a 
naughty Perſon, and an utter Stranger to a ; 

Knowledge, looking on Communion with God, and 
the Experiences of his People to be nought but Entbu- 
faſm. Our Presbyterian Divines in former Times, and 
particularly the reverend and renowned Mr. George Gil- 
leſpie (a) thought the People's Diſſent was Ground e- 
, © nough! 
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(a) Miscellany, Dueſt. Page 14. 28. 


bleſs Walk? And Presbyteries can 


nough to hinder the 682 * affirms, They 
are not obliged to give a Reaſon of their Diſſent; or, 
© if they muſt give a Reaſon, he ſays, It they deſire a- 
* nother better, or as well qualified, by whom they find 
« themſelves more ediſied, this is a Reaſon ſufficient; * 
and ſuys he, As the Vote of the Elderſhip is a free 
Vote, and they are not called to an Account for their 
Votes; ſo is the — — Conſent a free Conſent, 
and the Objection holds no more againſt the latter 
* than againſt the former, and both are jointly required 
* by the Church of Scotland: And adds he, It being 
© condeſcended upon in the Parliament of Scotland, that 
* his Majeſty, with Advice and Conſent of the States, 
© ſhould nominate the Officers of State. The Eſtates of 
Parliament were preſſed to give a Reaſon of their diſ- 
ſenting from his Maxſty's Nomination; but they re- 


| ©* fuſed; And I am ſare, ſays be, conſenting or not 
© conſenting in a Matter Eccleſiaſtical, ought: ro be as 
free, if not more free, than in a Matter Civil.” Same 
ave ready to ſay, * Why ſhould not the People be plea» 


© ſed with ſuch as are of their Communion, when the 
© Presbytery hath licenſed them, and are pleaſed with 
© them, when they can neither prove them guilty of 
© Hetrodoxy nor Irregularity in their Practice? But 
we may as well ask, Why ſhould not Presby#evies be 
leaſed with ſuch as the People are for, when they have 
licenſed them, being of ſound Principles, and a blame- 
be inſtanced, that 

have thought it a very hard Matter to have ſuch or 


- ſuch a Probationer or Miniſter ſettled as a Copresbyter 


among them, tho' having a Majority of Heritors Elders 


and People alfo: And, to allow People no more but Li- 


berry to object againſt the Life or rine of the Per- 
ſon called, is to allow them no more but what Prelates 
and Papifts alſo allow, and no more but what was allows 
ed them when Patronages were in greateſt Force. 


be intruded upon on Congregation, either by the 


Prince 
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XIII. It it was Apoftofical and agreeable to 
© the Practice of the Primitive Kirk, that none ſhould 


* a * N 


_{ (1736 
prince or any inferior * without lawful Electi- 
© on, and the Aſſent of the People over whom the Per- 
ſon is placed; as our 24 Book of Diſcipline formerly 
© cited affirms. Whether will not the Church of Scor- 
land be Apoſtatical as to the Point of calling Goſpel- 
© © Miniſters, if ſhe go in to this Overture? According 
to which, in my humble Opinion, Settlements may be 
made, whether the People aſſent or not to the Perſon 
elected. And, as the Church of Scotland hath once and 
again in former Times declared againſt, and diſcharged 
the intruding of Miniſters contrary the Will of the Peo- 
ple; ſo I'm apt to think, there is as much Ground at 
this Day as ever, to enact, That no Settlement of any 
Miniſter be made venitente & contradicente Eccleſi a. For, 
as the reverend Mr. Foſepb Boyes ſays, That the Peo- 
- "© ple have a Negative in this Caſe, is the leaſt that can 
_ C allowed them, unleſs the Patron, and I may ſay, 
"© unleſs Heriters and Elders, were to be reſponſible 2 
: their Souls at the Day of Judgment, or could ſecure 
them from all the pernicious Effects which an ill 
Choice is attended with, to their incomparable Loſs 
N and Detriment. 
Query XIV. When, and by whom, is the Perſon 
© elected by Heritors and Elders to be propoſed to the 
whole „ ?* The Overture ſeems to leave 
- - theſe in the Dark. It ſays indeed, One or more of the 
- © Presbytery's Number is to meet with the Heritors, being 
Proteſtants, and the Elders who yepreſent the People, that 
ebey may elect One to be their Miniſter, whom they are to 
Propoſe to the whole Congregation, to be approven, or diſappro- 
ven by them. But none can gather, with ary Certainty, 
from this Overture, whether it be the Heritors orElders, 
or both conjunct ly, or the Presbytery, that is to propoſe 
the Perſon elected to the while ngregation. And 


Se. "LE ©. 


the Time for this Propofal is leit at as great Uncertain- 
ty; for, tho the Day of the Moderation or Meeting of 
Heritors and Elders, for chuſing one to be their Mini- 
_ ſer, ſeems to be the proper Seaſon for this; yet there is 
no Hint in this Overture, of deſiring the whote Congre- | 
; — 
to 
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to ſtay till they ſee the Bro? of the Meeting of Heritors 
and Elders : And, as it night be leſs convenient for He- 
ritors and Elders, or Elders alone, afterwards to call this 


Meeting of the whole Congregation, when there is not 


a Miniſter with them to moderate in that Meeting; 16 


the Overture hath nothing anent this; and to delay this 


Propoſal till ſerving the Edicr ſeems to be a little 
poſt horam for ſuch a Propoſal, This would be prepoſtes 


rous, as tis to hang 4 Man and then to judge him; Firſt, 


to appoint an Ordination or Admiſſion, and then propoſe 
him to the whole Congregation, to be approven or diſapproven 
by them, If he is to be nropoſed to the whole Con- 
gregation, I hope they are to meet ſome Time or other, 
to confer and declare their Sentiments upon that Head. 

Dyer XV. If Elders repreſent the People in this 
© Attair, as ſays the Overture, ſhould they not be en- 
© joined to conſult them; and, in their Choice of Pa- 
© ftors, to have Regard unto their Inclinations; eſpeci- 
© ally to the Inclinations of ſuch Perſons in the re- 
© gation, as are of beſt Reputation for Religion?” For 
my Part, I humbly think they ought; and, unleſs they 
do, their Votes are no Declaration of the People's Sen- 
timents : Vet there is nothing like this in the Overture: 
The 4ſembly*'s Overtures tranſmitted 1719 ſay, © The 


© Elders ſhould try the Inclinations of Heads of Fama- 


© lies, and Perſons of good Reputation in that Pariſh 
© and have Regard thereto in their Choice of a Mini- 
© fter.” And alſo, the Commiſſion's Overtures of the 
ſame Date ſuppoſes this is their Duty, while, before 2 
Moderation be appointed, they require, That Eiders 
© of the vacant Congregation, by one commiſſioned by 
© them, acquaint the Presbytery, That they have, nor 
* only had their Thoughts on a fit Perſon to ſupply 
their Vacancy, but have communicated the ſame, as 
to the Heritors, ſo alſo to other Heads of Families; 
© and that they judge it probable the Perſon intended 
© will be generally acceptable.* | tk 
Query XVI. Was it not a Sign the Sticklers or 
© Propugnators for this Overture were jealous, it could 


not abide the Teſt and * in that they tranſpired 
| 2 | it 


Cit upon a firſt Reading in de Aſſembly ?* which is ex- 
preſly againſt the 16th Act ef Aſſembly 1700, which 
_ enacts and appoints, * That when any Thing of pub- 
© lick Congern and great Weight is propoſed to the 
General Aſſembly, to be paſt as Overtures or Acts for 
« a ſtanding Rule to the Church,after the firſt Reading, 
tit be delayed till the next Day of the Aſſembly's Sit- 
6. ting, and ly on the Table to be ſeen and conſidered 
? by all the —— whereas this Overture was tranſ- 
ar mitted upon a firſt Reading, and in the ſame Sederunt 
; of the Aſſembly in which it was firſt read. And the 


for, as never mention its Reading more but at that 
Sederunt in which it was tranſmitted ; ſo they expreſly 
bear, © That, in the 9th Seſſion, an Overture concer- 
ning the planting. vacant Churches was brought in 
from the Committee of Overtures, and approven. 
And this was the laſt Thing done at that Sederunt, at 
which Time the Houſe uſes not to be moſt frequent. 
- Nuery XVII. © Whether by this Overture are not 
* Magiſtrates, Town-Council and Heritors, made Pa- 
© trons in all the Royal Burghs in Scotland, if it be not 
in Cities where there are general Seſſions to vote in the 


* tirely robbed of their Right, even granting the EL 
© ders repreſent them in this Affair, in regard Magt. 
ſtrates, Town-Council and Heritors in thoſe Burghs 
will be ſupernumerary to the Elderſhip. To diſtinguiſh 
between the People, Magiſtrates and Toun-Council, in 
Eccleſiaſtical Affairs; as alſo, to diſtinguiſh between 
them and Heritors is a new and groundleſs Diſtinction. 
Clergy and Laity hath, been an old tho” ill-founded Di- 
ſtinction, the Laity being the Lord's Heritage, as well as 
they who are deſigned the Clergy. The Church repre- 
ſentative and collective, hath alſo been an old Diſtincti- 


always reckoned among the People in the Election of 
Goſpel-Minifters. But, having touched this Query u- 


Pon the 5th Queſtion, which you may be pleaſed to con- 
— I proceed to . g P 22 
A Query 


_— printed Minutes are a clear Proof hereof; 
Y 


Election? and ſo the People in thoſe Burghs are in- 


an ; but formerly, Heritors and Town Council were 


„ «aA a a aA aA a nia ws «a G «x = ' 


„ tt es oy EE 2aAHiA#” fr wc BGA aA M c c 3a 


£08. 2 

Query XVIII. 1 is, If the Patron preſent 
© not, or if there be no Application from Patron, Hes» 
© ritors and Elders, in the Space of Six Months after 
the Vacancy, whether by this Overture is not the 
© Power taken out of the Presbytery's Hand, as well as 
* out of the Hands of Elders and People? The Over» 
ture ſays, * If the Presbytery be applied unto within 
the Six Months after the Vacancy for ſupplying there- 
© of, by the Conſent of the Patron and others concer- 
© ned, ſhall forthwith proceed to the planting the vacant 
© Charge in the Manner and Way above-ſpecified” 
But, what if the Patron and others concerned apply not ? 
there is no Clauſe in the Overture impowering Presby- 
teries to procecd to the Settlement in ſuch a Caſe: . And 
I doubt not it will be pleaded, That, as the Patron hath 
had one Half- year to preſent in, ſo Heritors and El- 
ders muſt have another Half- year to conſider and think 
upon a fit Perſon to ſupply the Charge ; and ſo the Con» 
gregation ſhall be kept yacant at leaſt one whole Year, 
tho they ſhould agree and fix upon a Perſon within a 
Month after the Vacancy : Yea, tis a Queſtion, Whe- 
ther, according to this Overture, the Presbytery can 
proceed without the Application of thoſe concerned, 

tho” ir ſhould not be for ſundry Years. 
wery XIX. Doth it not argue an unjuſtifiableFor- 
* wardneſs for this Overture, that in caſe Presbyteries 
© ſhall neglect to ſend up their Opinion upon it, it is 
appointed to be laid before the next Aſſembly, to be 
paſſed into a ſtanding Act or not, as they ſee Cauſe? 
In my humble Opinion, this is directly contrary to the 
gth Act of the — Aſſembly 1697, which requires, 


That before turning Overtures, which are to be bin- 


ding Rules and Conſtitutions to the Church, into ſtan- 
ding Acts, that, not only ſuch Overtures be tranſmit- 
ted to Presbyteries, but alſo requires, that it be re- 
ported from Presbyteries by their Commiſſioners to 
© the next Aſſembly, that it is the general Opinion of 
the Church, that ſuch Overtures be turned to Acts by 
the Aſſembly.” This is an unprecedented 9 in 


Q * 

Overtures ; nothing (. 5 in the Overtures of Af- 
ſembly for planting vacant Churches, of the Date 
May 23d 1711, nor in the Aſſemby's Overtures upon 
the ſame Subject, of the Date Aſay 21ſt 1719, nor I 
think in any Overture of ſuch general Concern ſince 
paſing the ſaid Act of Aſſembly in 1697. It might at 
eaſt been tranſmitted a ſecond Time, before any ſuch 
Appointment had been made. - 

Query XX. Whether, notwithſtanding this Over- 
© ture, may not, and will not, Presbyteries be as much 
© devided, taking as differrnt Methods in planting va- 
© cant Congregations as ever?” The Overture is propo- 
ſed to remedy and prevent IN PART the Inconveniencies 
and Diviſions occaſioned through Presbyteries not taking an 
umi form Method in ſupplying Vacancies. As it propoſes to 
remedy thoſe Evils only in Part, ſo it will be a very 
ſmall Part; yea, for my Part, I can ſce no Part where- 
in thoſe Evils ſhall be remedied or prevented thereby : 
For, notwithſtanding all that is faid 'in the Overture, 
tho' turned into a ſtanding Act, ſome may be for a pu- 
blick Moderation, for timeous Intimation of this Mo- 
deration, for a Sermon before it; and for deſiring Heads 
of Families, or the whole Congregation, to tarry and 
give their Conſent, or teſtify their Diſſent, while others 
may oppoſe all thoſe as needleſs, ſeeing the Overture 
hath nothing anent them; ſome will be for taking and 
ſuſtaining the Votes of all pretending to be Heritors, 
tho* ſome of them ſhould have no more Right by real 
Heritage than the Man in the Moon, while others will 
be for enquiring narrowly into this; or may be at one 
Time they will be for a narrow Inquery, and at another 
Time for ſlumping the Votes as they ſtand affected to 


the Canditate. What hath been may be, and it is known 


ſome have been for the Scrutiny in one Caſe, and a- 
gainſt it in another, alledging, when they ſaw it made 
2gainſt them, Minifters are not competent Judges of 
— civil Rights; ſome will be for ſuſtaining 
one Thing to be enough to make anHeritor, and ſome 
another : And, I have known two Knights, and one of 
their eldeſt Sons, all voting on the ſame Side of the Que- 
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that almoſt 


ſtion, and their Votes RELA while they could pre. 
tend to no more Heritage in the Pariſh, but one ſmall 
Incloſure, having, neither Houſe nor Hold upon it; no 
Doubt this was clear Call to Hbour in that Incloſure; 


ſome again will reckon a bare Superiority of ſome Part 


of the Pariſhenough (tho' the Vaſſal ſhould pay but 40 


or 20 Penies, yea, but a ſingle Peny, a Half-peny, or 
only the ſixth Part thereof a Year, and that only upon 
Suppoſition it ſhould be called for) or the paying 


ſome Part of the Stipend, while others will not cftecm 


thoſe valid; ſome will reckon all Fewars to be Heri- 
tors, tho they ſhould only have a Houſe and a Yeard, 
or a Houſe and an Acre of Land in Few ; ſome will re- 
ckon no Fewars 1 unleſs they pay Ceſs to the 
King; ſome may think the People's declaring they are 
not edified by ſuchjor ſuch a Perſon's Gift, or their 1 
far more inclined to another, ſufficient Objections 1855 

theSettlement, while others will ſuſtain neither of theſe, nor 


any Thing elſe, unleſs they libel the Candidate, and prove 


him guilty of Error in Doctrine or groſs Immorality in 
Practice; ſome may reckon the Conſent. of ten, twenty, 


thirty, forty, or fifty Heads of Families or others enough 


to teſtify the People's Concurrance, tho double or triple 
their Number ſhould be againſt the Settlement; or it 
there be any Thing near an Equality, tho all or moſt, 
that in the Judgment of Charity have real Religions 
ſhould be on the oppoſite Side; yet, ſome will efteem 
Equality enough, while others cannot be for 
the Settlement, unleſs there be an actual Majority of 
Conſenters, as well as of Heritors and Elders, and ſo of 
A ur. many other Things which might be particulari- 
zed. 

Query XXI. Seeing the Acceptation of Preſenta- 
© tions, from Patrons, is like to turn faſhionable among 
© us; while the Patronage- act ſtands unrepealed, might 
© it not been proper this Overture had contained a 
© Clauſe to this or the like Purpoſe, That ſuch Minifters 
or Probationers, as henceforth-ſhall te of a Pre- 
© ſentation, when no Call is given by the Congregation, 
* ſhall be procceded againſt, and declared unworthy 25 

. the 


1 1 
© the Office of the holy my for their crimes am- 


© bitus, in complying with that Antichriſtian Uſurpati- 
© on of Patronages, which the Church of Scotland hath 
« affirmed to be contrary to God's Word and Liberty 
© of Election? The neglecting of this ſeems to be 
an undervaluing what Kindneſs was done by our Friends 
in Parliament 1619, when that Amendment was made 
in the Patronage-Act, by which the Patron's Preſenta- 
tion is of no Force, unleſs accepted by the Preſentee. I 
with the Church of Scotland may ſhew as much Zeal in 
the Affair at this Juncture, as the Houſe of Commons in 
this ſame Seſſion of Parliament, hath ſhown againſt all 
ſuch as ſhall endeavour to have themſelves elected 
Members of Parliament; in which, Houſe, in January 
laft, it was reſolved, That, if it ſhall appear that any 
Perſon hath procured himſelf to be elected, or endea- 
voured fo to be, by Bribery, or any other corrupt 
Practice, the Houſe will proceed with the utmoſt Seve- 
rity againſt him. Do we not all own, that for one to ac- 
cept of a Preſentation, when the Congregation hath not 
given a Call, is a very corrupt Practice, and an endea- 
vouring hereby to have himſelf fixed without ſo much 
as a Shew of 


| 


lection in ſuch or ſuch a Congregation ; . 


and therefore, in all Reaſon, he ought to be R_ | 


ed againſt after the late known and laudable Example 


of the Synod of Perth and Stirling. But I proceed to 


Query XXII. and lat, Whether had it ever Prece- 


© dent in any Proteſtant Church to enact, That Heritors, 


© all Heritors, even all non-reſiding Heritors, yea, and 
* all Heritors not of their Communion, as well as others, 


© if they be Proteſtant by Profeſſion, ſhould have a Sut- 


© frage above others in the calling of Paſtors, while all 
© the Privilege left the People is only a Liberty of li- 
© belling the Perſon called, if they conſent not? They 
* muſt either do this, elſe willing or unwilling, pleaſed or 
© diſpleaſed, be he their Choice or not, edib-d by his 
a Gifts or not, he ſhall be fixed among them, and haye 
© the Charge of their Souls.” For my Part, I ſuppoſe 
this is alrogether unprecedented ; yea, I dare ſay, 
Never was any Thing like this enacted in auy 2 
ure 
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Church under Heaven, nothing like this in the primitive 


Church. The learned Zurrentine ſays, (a) Antiquity 
Judged, - as it were, in one Voice, that all ſuch EleGions 
were void as wanted the Teſtimony and Aſſent of the Peo- 
ple. The learned Sir Peter King, now my Lord King, 


and preſent Chancellor of Great Britain, after a narrow 


of 


5 oy all non-re 


Search into the Conſtitution, Diſcipline, Unity, and Mor- 
Hip of the primitive Church during the firſt three Centuries 
after Chriſt, ſays, The People and Members of that Pariſh 
to which the Paſtor tas called, had the Choice of their Mini- 
ſter. (b) And his Words are, Now the Manner of ele- 
« tinga Biſſiop (to wit, during the firſt three Centuries) 
I find to be thus, When a Pariſh or Biſhoprick was 
© vacant through the Death of the incumbent, all the 
© Members of that Pariſh, both Clergy and Laity) that 
© is, as tale it, Elders, Deacons, and People) they meet 
© together in the Church commonly, to chuſe a fit Per- 
© ſon for his Succeſſor to whom they might commit the 
© Care and Government of the Church.” In all his 
Search he found not the leaſt Difference put between 
Heritors and others; all that voted were to be Members 
of that Church, to which the Paſtor was called, where- 
Zing Heritors, and all Perſons not of the 
mmunion of that Church, were cut otf from having 
any Hand in the Election. The London- Minifters, ſay 
Dr. Blondel, that great Antiquary undertakes in a long 
Diſcourſe to make it out, that for 1200 Years (to wit, af- 
ter Chriſt) the People bad the free Liberty in the Choice of 
their Biſhops ; And he proves it, 3 from undoubted 
Authors in the ſeveral Countries. This is owned by all, 
that in the primitive Times the People, without diftingui- 
Ming between Rich and Poor, Heritors and others had 
the Choice of their Paſtors. Romaniſts themſelves, own 
this ; hence the Popiſh Farhers, at the Council of Trent, 
for as corrupt as they were, ſundry of them would had 
Elections brought back to the primitive Practice, u 
which, Dieogo Lainez, one - thoſe Fathers, Rt vp 
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© (a) Hſtit. Theol. Parl. 3. P. 257: (b) Enquire mts 
Coreft. þ. 22, 45. 
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and taid, It was a Motion from the Devil to offer to reduce 
Elections to the ancient Courſe, and 
be ſuppreſſed, becauſe it was the ancient Cuſtom, for if the 
Church had not found it inconvenient, ſhe would never have 

wit it, And, in all the Proteſtant Churches fince the 
1 never any of them enacted nor made 
Conſtitution like this; nor can I find, that, in any for- 
mer Times, Miniſters, or Heritors themſelves, in the 
Church of Scotland, ever dreamed of this as their Right 
beyond others; indeed, in 1690, our Parliament ena- 


cted, That, in Caſe of the Vacancy of any particular 


Church, and for ſupplying the ſame with a Miniſter, 
© the Heritors of the ſaid Pariſh, being Proteſtants, and 
© the Elders, are to name and propoſe the Perſon to the 
© whole Congregation, to be either approven or diſap- 
© proven by them; and if they diſapprove, that the Diſ- 
© approvers give in their Reaſons, to the Effect the Af- 
© fair may be cognoſced upon by the Presbytery of the 
© Bounds. By which Act, Heritors and Elders had 
Civil Right given in the Election above others. 

But this leads me to ſpeak of the great Argument 
pleaded in Favour, and for the Support of this Over- 
© the Act of Parliament 1690, anent the planting va- 
cant Churches, which is the Rule the Church of Sror- 
land hath walked by in Settlements, ſince the happ 
Revolution; and tho' there were many worthy Mi- 
nifters of Chriſt in this Church at that Time, who 
had ventured their worldly All, Life itſelf not excep - 
ted, rather than do the leaſt inconſiſtent with Presby- 
terian Principles, and who, it is not to be doubted, 
were conſulted in the Affair before the Parliament went 
in to that Act; yet they never oppoſed nor teſtified 
againſt this: And therefore, there cannot be Ground thus 
« to except 8 this Overture, as ſundry do, where- 
by they reflect upon that well-ſervhg Parliament 
* which turned out Epiſcopal Government and ſertled 
* Presbytery in its Room; and alſo on moſt of the Mi- 


7 niſters of this Church, ſince the Revolution, who 
| es have 


pleaded, It ougbt to 


ture, namely, © That it is the ſame in all Reſpects with © 
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© have been ſettled Wa, the Footing of that AQ.” 
Now, for Anſwer, 1. As to the Parliament which made 
that Act, tho' we have Ground to bleſs and praiſe his 
Name, by whom Kings reign and Princes decree Fuftice, 
for ſtirring up theſe wiſe and worthy Patriots to do ſo 
much for the Nations Liberties Eccleſcaftical and Civil, 
Yu that ACt anent the planting vacant Churches cannor 
juſtified, in regard it is contrary to the Vord of God, 
and to the Principles of this Church, declared in her 
Books of Diſcipline and Acts of Aſſembly, as recited a- 
bove. 2. Whereas it is ſaid, The Overture is the ſame 
in all Reſpectt with the Parliament's Add. I own, ſeem- 
ingly it is much to the ſame Purpoſe, yet not the ſame 
in all Reſpects; for that Act, I humbly think, leaves 
more unto the People than this Overture doth; for that 
gives only the Nomination and propoſing of the Candidate 
to the Heritors and Elders, as you may ſee from the 
Words of it narrated above; whereas, this Overture 
gives the formal Election and Calling of the Minifter 
unto them: Now, the bare Nomination and Propoſing of 
a Perſon is not his formal Call; and, IL think, that Act ſays, 
as much, As unleſs the People approved of the Perſon 
nominate and propoſed by Heritors and Elders, it 


might be judged there was no Call unto him; And fur- 


ther, which you would ſeriouſly weigh, it is plain, the 
Parliament was convinced of their We in allowing, 
by that Act, Heritors not of our Communion a Suffrage 
in the Election of our Paſtors, hence, Aay 23. 1693, 
the Parliament enacted, That all Heritors voting in the 
Calling of Minifters, and all others whatſoever giving 
Voice in the ſaid Calling of Miniſters, at their Meeting for 
that Effect ſhall ſwear the Oath of Allegiance, and ſub- 


| ſcribe the Aſſurance ; by which they knew all or moſt 


of the Epitcopal Communion would be cut off from 
this Privilege, unleſs they ſhould perjure themſelves 

being known Enemies to the Government, and atrached 
to the Intereſt of the late King James. 3. Tho' the 
Church of Scotland did ſubmit to that Act of Parlia- 
ment, yet ſhe never declared her Approbation thereof; 
ſhe never enacted it qught to be the Method of callin 

—— a. 


Goſpel- Miniſters, elſe 9 id not been Need for 
this Overture, nor of troubling Judicatories about tur- 
ning it into a ſtanding Act; and, it is one Thing for a 
Church to ſubmit to a Civil Law, tho encroaching in 
ſome Meaſure upon her Liberties, and another Thing 
for her to make an Act of the ſame, if not of a worſe, 
Nature. 4. Whereas it is ſaid of the many worthy Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt in this Church, That they never teſtifi- 
ed againſt this Act as contrary to our Principles; I an- 
ſwer, Tho' they did not remonſtrate againſt this, yet, 
I am ſure, they could not but look upon that Method of 
planting vacant Churches as contrary to them and to the? Jr 
Þradtice of this Church in all former Times: And ſun- 
dry of our valiant Champions for Presbytery, fince that 
Time, have, if not formally, yet materially, teſtified 
againſt it in their Writings; as Principal Rule, Princi- 
pal Forreſter, Profeſſor Eiſen, Mr. Lauder, and o- 
thers, while, in the plaineſt Terms, they aſſirm it is the 
People's Right and Privilege granted to them by the 
King of Zion to elect their own Paſtors without the leaſt 
. Inuuendo of Heritors having any more Right or Privi- 
lege in the Affair, than People of inferior Rank; yea, 
the laſt of thoſe Authors affirms it in the plaineſt Terms, 


That the meaneſt Perſon bath as good a Right to this Eccle- , 


Faſtical Privilege, as the richeſt Heritor tho a Prince. And, 
as immediately upon the happy Revolution Miniſters 
might not think it proper to oppoſe the State in this; ſo 
afterwards, Heritors and Elders generally agreeing u- 
pon ſuch as the People was pleated with, when once 
accuſtomed to ſuch Settlements, they might not ſee the 
Need hereof ; And, for my own Part, nll I ſaw Calls 
carried on in ſindry Corners of the Land contrair the 
Votes of Elders and declared Inclinations of the Peo- 
ple, by Heritors who wers known Enemies both to 
Church and State. I never thought of the Evil of this 
and even at the Revolution, as alſo ſince, it is known 
there were ſundry worthy Miniſters in this Church, 
who, tho* they had the /egal Call, yet could not con- 
tent themſelves therewith, unleſs they alſo had the Call 
or Conſent of the People declared by the Ee he 
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of Heads of Families. 5, Whereas it is ſaid, Surely 
thoſe worthy Miniſters who lived at the Revolunon, 


were conſulted at making that Act; I ſay, This is affir- 


med without any ſufficient Proof; never Meeting of 


Presbyterian Miniſters that I could hear off, was called 


to give Advice upon that Head; and ſurely there is 
as much Ground to ſay, Thoſe Miniſters were conſulted 
as to the wording the Act of Parliament, aboliſhing 


rs at that Time, where too much Streſs ſeems to 


be laid upon the Inclinations of the People, and too 
little upon the Word of God; whereas, it is the known 


Sentiment of all true Presbyterians, that Epiſcopacy 1s 


contrary to the ſacred Scripture, and that Presbytery is 
agreeable, and not only agreeable to the Word of 

d, but the only Government in Chriſt's Houſe of di- 
vine Inſtitution: And, had thoſe Miniſters approved of 
that Act anent planting vacant e ee they had 
acted directly contrary to all the ſtanding Acts of the 
Church of Scotland, and to the Sentiments of Presby- 
terians upon that Point in all former Times, and to 
their own declared Sentiments at granting the ſecond In- 
dulgence, of which above, as alſo to their declared 


- Sentiments, and the Sentiments of theſe Thouſands of 
Presbyterians, who, in a Petition to the Prince of 


Orange in 1688, drawn up by Minifters and Gentlemen 
who had ſuffered in the former Reigns, in which, as 
they earneſtly deſired, Laick Patronages might be difchar- 


ged; ſo alſo they A The People might be reſtored 


to their Right and Privilege of Election according to the 
Warrant of God's Word. (a) Can it be imagined thoſe 
worthy Miniſters were ſo changeable in their Principles 
as to be for one Thing in 1688, and for another in 1690, 
affirming the People's Right to elect their Paſtors was 
evarranted to them by the Word of God this Lear, and that 
they had no Right to this the next Year; but, what 
might be taken from them, yea, we have the juſteſt 
Ground to think thoſe worthy Miniſters of Chriſt were 
not ſo taken with that Act as is alledged, elſe at the firſt 


or 
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or ſome ſubſequent Aſſembly, they had adopted it and 


turned it into an Act of Aſſembly, that ſo it might have 


the Authority of the Church as well as of the State: But, 


inſtead of this, I am credibly informed that Act of Par- 


liament was no ſmall Grief o ſome of theſe eminent 
Servants of Chriſt who expreſſed their great Fears of its 
proving hurtful to this Church. 6. Tho' the Church 
of Scotland had formerly and formally approved of that 
Act of Parliament in never ſuch explicite Terms, i: had 
only been a human Conſtitution, and in my Opinion con- 
trary to the Word of God, and therefore not to 
be regarded. Have not all our Proteſtant Divines, ſince 
the Reformation, as was ſaid above, ſtill pleaded from 
Scripture, that the Election of Paſtors is the People's 
Right without afcribing more to Heritors than others 
in the Affair; and, if rheit Right be divine and war- 
ranted to them by the Word of God, then, as the full 
Vindication of the Commiſſion's Overture, ſays (b) No ba- 
man Cuſtom nor Authority can limit and veſtrain a Right 
that is divine. 7. Whereas it is ſaid, he condemning 
that Act, or this Overture is a Reffeclion upon moſt of the 
Miniſters of this Church, ſince the Revolution, as of they 
bad entred by the urong Door, ſeeing their Settlement 
hath been upon the Footing of this Act of Parliament; 
I anſwer, By denying the Charge ; for, that being the 
Method of Settlements at that Time, ſuch Miniſters as 


had the Call of Heritors and Elders, with the 1 d 


declared Conſent, had a clear Call from the Lord to labour 


in that Congregation; and, albeit the People had not 


given their formal Conſent, yet, if they have not in 
ſome Way oppoſed the Settlement, they may be ſaid to 
have conſented according to that received Maxim, Qui 
tacet, conſentire videtur, he that keeps Silence ſeems to 
confent ; bur where any have been placed by Presby- 
teries, Synods, Commiſſions, yea, or by the Gene- 
ral Aſſembly, contrary the declared Inclinations of 
the People, I think their Settlement cannot be ju- 


ſtiicd. But, Lafil;, For Anſwer, I ſay, It is 
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thought by many, there was * ſuch Danger to 


the Church of Scotland by that Act of Par iament 


at the Revolution, as by an Ac of Aſſembly of the 
ſame Nature at this Day, conſidering the Difference 
there is betwen Miniſters impowered to judge of the Va- 
lidity of People's Reaſons of Non-approbation, then, 
and at this Time, and alſo the great Difference tis 
thought there is between Probationers now, and at that 
Seaſon : Then few or none had an Eye to the Miniſtry, 
but ſuch as had a Senſe of the Things of God, and Re- 


ligion upon their Spirits, a Concern to win Souls, and 


contribute their Mite to make the Mediator's Name 
remembred to, all Generations, being of fixed Pres- 
byterian Principles: Whereas, it is feared, tis 
far otherwiſe with too many at this Juncture, of 
whom it may be ſuſpected, their Defire of being in 
the Prieſt's Office, is mainly, it not merely, That they 
may eat a Piece of Bread; and their Willingneſs to ac- 
cept of Preſentationns, onto be fixed in Congregations, 
whether the People call and conſent, or not, is a ma- 
nifeſt Evidence hereof, 

I know fome of the Patrons of this Overture have 
charged ſuch as oppoſe it, as favouring the Independent 
Scheme as to the Gilling of Goſpel-Minifters, becauſe 
they ſtand up for the hp rt Right to elect their own 
Paſtors, judging their Call or Conſent needtul to fix 
the Paſtoral Relation between a Miniſter and People. 
What I anſwer to this Charge is much in the Words of 
the Full Vindication of the Commiſſion's Overtures, when 
ſpeaking of ſuch as called the Voce of general Seffions 
in calling Minifters an Innovation, * It ſeems extreme- 
© Iy hard, that any Miniſter of this Church ſhould be ſo 
© unacquainted with our Conſtitution, as to repreſent 
© that as an indepenpent Principle and contrary the Sen- 
© timents of Presbyterians, which our Reformers have ſo 
© ſo ſolemnly affirmed in the Books of Diſcipline, to 
© whoſe Memory a higher Affront cannot be offered, than 
© by the Clamours of ſome People upon this Occaſion,” 
That the People have Right from Chriſt to ele& their 
own Paſtors, is a Presbyterian Principle, a Principle cubieb 
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dependent Scheme ; And it is an Excellency of the Pregbyte- 
rian Government, that it gives the People this Liberty : As 
is aſſerted by theſe celebrated Authors, the London Mi- 


niſters, in the Preface to their jus divinum regiminis 


Eceleſiaſtici, (a) ne IP 

Tf the Aſſembly think it needful to make Regulati- 
ons as to the Calling of Goſpel-Miniſters, then I hear- 
tily wiſh they may go in to the Method propoſed by our 
worthy Reformers in the firſt Book of Diſcipline; who, 


as the full Vindication of the Commiſhon's Overtures, 


ſays, thought it their Glory to copy after the Apoſto- 
lick Churches; which Book, as above narrated, af- 
firms, (ö) „That it appertaineth to the People, and 
© to every ſeveral Congregation to elect their Miniſter ; 
. for altogether this is to be avoided that any 
© Man be violently intruded, or thruſt in upon any 
© Congregation, but this Liberty muſt, with all due Care, 
© be reſerved to every ſeveral Church to have their 
© Yotes and Suffrages in the Election of their Miniſter.” 
So you ſee the People's Right to chuſe their Paſtors, is 
ſo far from being a Novelty or Independent Principle, 


that it is a Doctrine and Conſtitution as old as our Re- 


formation; Yea, which is a greater Glory, it is as an- 
cient as Chriſtianity: Or, if this ſhall not pleaſe, let 
the Aſſembly go in to the Method propoſed in her ſe- 
cond Book of Diſcipline in which, its ſaid, Election is 
the Chuſing out of a Perſon, or Perſons, moſt able to the 
Office, which vaikes by the Fudgment of the Elderſhip, and 
Conſent of the Congregation. Or, let them, take the 
Aſſembly's Directory 1649, for a Rule, according 
to which Directory, as the deciſive Voice is given ta 
the Elderſhip, ſo the People's Intereſt in the Affair is 
judged to be ſo great, that a Negative is given them 
ovet the Elderſhip, their Couſent _ reckoned as 
needful as the Voice of the Elders. And if, as the 
Overture ſays, The Elders repreſent the People; then, 
is it not equitable, they, in whoſe Name * 9 
; ſhou 


- 
— — — — — 2———— —— — — — 
* 


(4) Ste 5th and 6th Leaves. (b) 4th Head, © 
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is PRIMARILY Presbyterian,and not taken from the ix, 
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thould have a Negative, this being a Privilege, which, 
as our Divines „ the People cannot alienate, or 
give away to others. And, ſhould the Aſſembly go in 
| ns thefe, I humbly think, they need not 95 


themſelves tranſmitting Overtures upon the SM 
rA 


ſeeing they have no more to do but revive a former Act 
df Aſſembly. And, as this Overture is propoſed to re- 


preuemt in Part the Inconveniences and Diviſions 
vecaftioned through Bresbyteries not follogving an uniform Me- 
Abo in ſupplying Vacancies; So; through the Divine 


Ar Bleſſing, this would be effectual for remedying and pre- 


venting theſe: Whereas, inftead of this, ſhould the 
Overture be turned into a ſtanding Act, it is mach to 


be feared our Breaches ſhall be widened; and our Di- 
- viſions increaſed: For, as ſundry Minifters of this 
Church will not have Freedom to join with it, nor with 


Settlements made upon the Fontitg thereof; ſo, tho hi- 


therto they have refuſed ſealing Ordinances to ſuch as 


had not Freedom to join with thoſe that have been 
thruſt in upon them, ſtill hoping for a Redreſs of that 
Grievance, , who; ſeeing their Hopes are gone, may 


come to refuſe them no more, tho they ſhould be pra- 
a 


ceeded againſt with the higheſt Cenſures; Having ne 


Regard to this Sortlement of the Church, ſeeing it was not 
nade in abe Apoſtolick Times, nor is to be found in the 
- New Teſtament, judging it to be a Conſtitution repag- 
nant to the Word of God, and to be uttterly refuſed 


require 
by 


a 
© very Practice of the wt 1-BT4 who made it a great 
© Part of their Work to obtrude upon vacant Churches 
* Miniſters addicted to their Opinion, excluding where 
© ever they could all others, tho* never ſo well quali 

© and orderly called, and defired by the Churches, in 
© which they did not only miſregard the Inclinations of 
© the People,who by that Means were put to hard Shifts, 
© but — uſe of Force and Power. And for Proof of 
this they cite the Preface to the Acts of the Synod of Dort: 
And, Page 31 and 32, where ſtill ſpeaking of the Pro- 
teſters, they ſay, © Suppoſe they in their precipitant 


Way do take the Start of Presbytery and People, and" | 
s thruft in a Man, we do not believe that any will con- 


© d:mn the Presbytery, if they hearken unto a People, 
© and ſet a Man over them according to the appointed 
© Order, ſeeing they cannot in Conſcience ſubmit to ſuch 
an Intruder, and are rather willing to maintain ano- 
© ther (if the legal Maintenance be otherwiſe diſpoſed 
© of) than be brought into ſuch Bondage; to do other- 


. 


* wiſe, were not only 66 approve of their Uſurpations, 


© but to wrong the Liberty of the People, and to ſub- 
© ject them to an intolerable Slavery, tho' otherwiſe we 


have forborn to meddle with ſuch as they have thruſt 


© in, where the People do not make a Grievance of it. 
And Page 33. when ſpeaking in Vindication of Synot 
who would not own thoſe as Members of their Judica- 
tory, who had been planted in a diſorderly Way, with. 
out the Conſent of the People, and contrary their In- 
Clinations, they ſay, This, we hope, is the moſt ſober 
© and fair” Tefbnen can be given againſt their En- 
© croachments and Uſurpations, and will be condemned 
T by none, but thoſe that would have us (as they elſe- 
* where phraſe it) ſtoop like Aſſes, and bear all their 
© Irtegularities, and approve of all they do; And, if it 
Mall occaſion an er like a Rent or Schiſm in this 
Church, which I pray God may prevent, the Lord will 
it of them who have the culpable Hand herein, 
ing Conſtitutions, which, inſtead of Jeaning imme- 
diately upon the N ord, and being taken from the pure Fun- 
Pais of the Scriptures, do ſtand in direct W 
. , 
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great | them, and which others 9 comply with without vi- 
ches olenting their Light. And 'tis not Miniſters preaching 
here up Charity, Peace, Unity, nor their inſiſting upon the 
hed f bad Effects of Diviſion and Schiſm in the Church of 
s, in | Chriſt, which indeed are to be bewailed, was it with 
ns of | Tears of Blood, that will free them from having a ſinful 
hifts, | Hand, yea the chief Hand in thoſe Evils. Calderavood 
of of || tells us at bringing in Epiſcopacy, and overthrowing 
Dort: | the Conſtitution of this Church, about 1606. The Ser- 
Pre- | mons of falſe Brethren who joined with all the Defecti- 
itant | ons of thoſe Times, had the Peace of Jeruſalem for their 
and subject : As they concluded their Meetings with fing+ | 
con- | ing the 133 Pſalm; at which Time, ſays he, The aſpi- | 
ple, ring Bißßops cried, Peace, Peace,craving Silence of their Op- 


nted ſetes, cen, in the mean Time, they minded not to be ſilent = 
ſuch themſelves, when they found Occaſion. | 
mo- And, whereas tis ſaid by ſome, Tbo "tis to be evifed the | 
oſed Conſtitution of this Church ſbould be the ſame, as to the / 
her- | calling of Goſpel- Miniſters, with what it was in Presvyte- 

| 


ons, rian Times before the Revolution; yet this is not to be expe- 
ſub. Hed now : And for the Church of Scotland to ena, That 
> WC the People, or that Elders and People {bould bave the Choice 
ruſt ef Paſtors, without giving more to the Heritors than others, 
 it.* / ud be the May to make them our Enemies, and to baue 

the Patronage- Act rivetted and vigorouſly preſſed upon us. 


ica- I anſwer, We are come to a fad Paſs indeed; and ſure- f 
ith- ly the Church of Scotland is in imminent Danger, if it 
In- be not ſafe for her to a& according to her Principles 


ber and Conftitution in the pureſt Times of Presbytery, in 
In- an Agreeableneſs to the Practice of the Apoſtolic Church- 


ned es and the Primitive Kirk. But I hope this is only a = 
lſe= Bughbeay ; yea, I am perſwaded, unleſs there be among A 
er ourſelves to repreſent, that Patronages are not ſo diſa- 
It eeable, nor contrary to our Principles and Privileges ; 

his Tis not to be imagined, our moſt —＋ Sovereign ; 
ill King George, nor yet this friendly Britiſ Parliament, 

in, will ever be for preſſing the Patronage-Act with Rigor 


ne- upon us; yea, ſo far from this, that, if the Church of 
m Scotland ſhall but addreſs King and Parliament for reſcine 
to ging the Patronage-AF, Ms, as honeſtly and freely 
m, : 2 2 as 


— 


2 
as did the Commiſſon 17 5 in their Addreſs to Qucen 


Anne, and as did the Aſſembly 1712, in approving eve- 


ry Word of that Addreſs, when they declared, Patro- 
nages bad been à Yoke, Burden and Grievance upon this 
Church ſince the Reformation, and contrary to our Cburcb- 
Conftitution ſo well ſecuved to us by the Treaty of Union, I 
am perſwaded his Majeſty King George and this preſent 
Parliament would eaſily go in to reſcind that grievous bur- 
denſom A, leaving the Church of Scotland to act accor- 
ding to her declared Principles, without robbing her 
of any of her juſt Privileges. And for my own Part, as 
I think the Patronage-Act is as agreeable to the Scrip- 
tures of Truth; and to former Acts of Aſſembly on this 
Head, as the. preſent Overture; ſo I had a thouſand: 
Times rather it ſhould be rigorouſly preſſed upon us b 
the Parliament, than that the Church of Scotland ſhoul 
go in to this Overture: For, in the Firſt,ſhe is only paſ- 
ſive, whereas in the Laſt ſhe is ſinfully ackive. And, 
whereas tis ſaid this would make Heritors our Enemies, 
I anſwer, It they ſhall turn Adverſaries, for acting ac- 
cording to our known Principles founded on 's in- 
fallible Word, the Lord will be our Friend. Should 
not Heritors do as they would be done by? and would 
not many Heritors complain of being robbed of their 
Chriſtian Privilege, ſnould Church or State enact, That 
henceforth none have Suffruge below Knight-Baronets? 
Or what Heritor or Feuar of a leſſer Eſtate, but would 
thus complain, ſnould they enact, That none below Ten, 
Five, yea, or but Three tliouſand Merks a Vear, ſhould 
have a Suffrage in the Affair? As what Heritors are 
there, but look on Patronages as a Grievance, unlefs' 
it be Patrons themſelves ? and, if no more ſhould be 
done at this Time, I humbly think it would be much 
to the Honour of the Church of Scotland, ſhould the 
enact, according to the firſt and ſecond Books of Diſci 
line,and according to the Ack of Aſſembly 1638, © That 
© henceforth no Perſon be intruded into any Office of 
© the Kirk, contrary to the Will of the Congregation 
© to which they are appointed.” | . | 
If you think meet to return Auſwer to thir Queries, 
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be pleaſed to conſider A abi ins ee nia 

us populi Divinum which was printed 1727, in which 
Pop P 

you may ſee many other Arguments, for the Confirma« 


tion of what is advanced in ſundry of thir Queries, as 


there you may find the People's Right to elect their 
own. Paſtors, proven at ſome Length, and the Objecti - 
ons of Oppoſites handled more largely, and particular- 
ly that Objection ot the London Wales, ir being 
againſt the Peoples having Right to elect their Paſtors, 
where the Contrary is fully proven, tho* they declared 


ainſt the Independent Notion, that the People's bare 


Election was enough to make one a Miniſter of Chriſt, 


without thePresbytery'sOrdination ; while they affirm in 


the plaineſt Terms, That the People Election is necei- 


« ſary ro make a Perſon their Miniſter, tho not to malte 
© him a Miniſter of Chriſt.” Hoping you will excuſe this 
Trouble, praying Zion's King, the great God our Sa 
our, who hath the ſeven Spirits of God and the ſeven Stars, 

may privilege his Servants in the enſuing General Aſ- 
ſembly, with a double Portion'of the Spirit of I iſdom and 
Revelation, that he may beal all our Backſlidings, ſcatter - 
all the black Glouds of Wrath which hang over as, 
that he may fill his Servants withZeal according to Nn 


edge, ſtirring up to contend earneſtly for all the Privi- 


leges of his Church, that he may give them one Heart 
and one Way to fear bim, that he may maintain wha# be 
bath wrought for us, and ſay of his Zion, in our cov e nan 

ted Land, This is my Reſt, and bere I will ay; And 
this through Grace ſhall be the Prayer of him who is, 


Reverend Sir, 


Your, &c. 

Kinglaſſie, March 1ſt, 
ks 1732. 
part Je. Corrie. 
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Advertiſement. 


UF POPULITI DIVINUM: Or, 
| The People's Divine Right to elect their 
Paſtors; Written by the Author of this 
Letter, conſiſting of eight Chapters. The 

x. contains Propoſitions anent that Subject. 2. 
Contains 1 Scripture for the 
People's Right. 3. The Sentiments of 'the An- 
cients as to this Point. 4. The Fudgment of fo- 
reign Proteſtant Churches, and Divines, in the 
Aﬀair ſince the Reformation. 5. The Sentiments 
be Church of Scotland, and of her beſt Wri- 
ters, aud alſo of the State, as to this in former 
Times. 6. The Objeftions of Oppoſites anſwered. 
7. An Account of the Grounaleſneſs of thePretences 
of the different Pretenders to this Right, 8. Cor- 
rolaries deducea from this, That it Is the People's 
Right to elect their Paſtors, Tobe ſold by Jobn, 
Traill Book: ſeller, at his Shop in the Parſiament- 
Cloſs, and at John Briggs Merchant his Shop in 
the Lucken-booths, ere alſo this Leiter anen: 


rhe Overture is old. 


